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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2020, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

AND FIRST BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 
DRAFT SUMMARY OF COUNCIL ACTION 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee 
to order on Tuesday, September 3, 2020, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 
located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida. Pursuant to 
Executive Order No. 20-69 issued by Governor DeSantis on March 20, 2020, and 
extended by Executive Order No. 20-193 effective August 7, 2020, the meeting was 
conducted utilizing communications media technology (CMT) as provided by Florida 
Statutes 120.54(5)(b)2, by means of Zoom.com Meeting ID 2459713294. The Host 
computer was operated by Executive Assistant Brock. The video, audio, and digital 
comments were recorded and retained as a permanent record. The invocation was 
offered by Council Member Jarriel, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance by Council 
Member Abney. 

 
II. ATTENDANCE 

Roll Call was taken by City Clerk Lane Gamiotea to establish a quorum. Members 
present: Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Council Members Wes Abney, Monica Clark via 
Zoom, Bob Jarriel, and Bobby Keefe. City Attorney John Fumero was in attendance. 
 
Department Heads in attendance: City Administrator Marcos MontesDeOca, Police 
Chief Bob Peterson, Fire Chief Herb Smith, and Public Works Director David Allen. 
Additional support staff in attendance: Deputy City Clerk Bobbie Jenkins, Major Donald 
Hagan, General Services Coordinator Patty Burnette, Finance Director India Riedel, and 
Executive Assistant Robin Brock. 
 

III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. Mayor Watford asked whether there were any agenda items to be added, 

deferred, or withdrawn; New Business Item E was withdrawn. 

 
B. Council Member Abney moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded 

by Council Member Jarriel. 

 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
C. There were no agenda item forms or comment cards submitted for public 

participation for any issues not on the agenda. 

 
IV. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

A. Mayor Watford proclaimed the month of September 2020 as “Suicide Prevention 

Month.” The Proclamation was read into the record as follows: “Whereas, 

September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, which directs the 

community’s attention to this public health epidemic destroying lives, whole 

families, and sometimes entire communities; and Whereas, suicide is the second 

leading cause of death in the United States among individuals age 10 to 34 years 

old; and Whereas, suicide is the tenth leading cause of death overall in the United 

States, claiming the lives of more than 47,000 people; and Whereas, on average, 

there are 123 suicides a day or one every 12 minutes, and in Okeechobee County 

there were eight suicides in 2019; and Whereas, suicide is the only type of death 

that is 100 percent preventable; and by offering the public education, data, 

support, and services we as a community have taken a step toward preventing 

another suicide by our residents; and Whereas, we are honored to be part of the 

healing process, supporting services addressing mental health illnesses and drug 

and alcohol addiction. Now, Therefore, I, Dowling R. Watford, Jr., by virtue of the 

authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, do hereby 

proclaim the month of September 2020 as ‘Suicide Prevention Awareness Month’.” 
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B. Mayor Watford proclaimed the month of September 2020 as “Hunger Action 
Month.” The document was accepted by Mr. Luis Rivera and Ms. Erika Chavez 
of the Treasure Coast Food Bank, and read into the record as follows: “Whereas, 
hunger and poverty remain issues of grave concern in the United States, the State 
of Florida, the Treasure Coast, and the City of Okeechobee, with 6,050 children 
and adults in Okeechobee County now categorized as food insecure; and 
Whereas, the City of Okeechobee is committed to taking steps to raise awareness 
about the need to combat hunger in every part of our City and to provide additional 
resources that the citizens of Okeechobee need; and Whereas, the City of 
Okeechobee is committed to working with the Treasure Coast Food Bank in 
mobilizing people about the role and importance of food banks and other hunger 
relief organizations in addressing hunger and bringing attention to the need to 
devote more resources and attention to hunger issues; and Whereas, food banks 
and hunger relief organizations across the country, including the Treasure Coast 
Food Bank, coordinated Hunger Action Day on September 10, 2020 and will 
continue to host numerous events throughout the month of September to shed 
light on this important issue and encourage involvement in efforts to end hunger 
in their local community. Now, Therefore, I, Dowling R. Watford, Jr., by virtue of 
the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, do hereby 
proclaim the month of September 2020 as ‘Hunger Action Month’.” 

 
V. CONSENT AGENDA 

A motion was made by Council Member Jarriel to approve the consent agenda items A 
through B [August 12, 2020, First Budget Workshop, and August 18, 2020, Regular 
meeting and Final Budget Workshop minutes; Re-appoint Mr. John Koepke as City 
resident one of two appointees to the Firefighters’ Pension Fund Board of Trustees, term 
being October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2024]; seconded by Council Member 
Keefe.  
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and Keefe. 
Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
VI. MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE FIRST BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:13 P.M. 

A. Mayor Watford announced that the purpose of this Public Hearing is to consider 
the first reading of Ordinances for the proposed Millage Rate Levy and proposed 
Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21. 
 

B. Mayor Watford announced that the proposed Millage Rate levy represents 6.03 
percent (6.03%) more than the roll-back rate computed pursuant to Florida 
Statutes 200.065(1). 
 

C. Council Member Jarriel moved to read proposed Ordinance No. 1216 by title 
only [as provided in Exhibit 1]; seconded by Council Member Abney.  
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 
 
Attorney Fumero read proposed Ordinance No. 1216 by title only as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
LEVYING THE AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE FOR MUNICIPAL 
PURPOSES ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 1, 2020 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; PROVIDING THAT 7.6018 
PER THOUSAND DOLLAR VALUATION SHALL NOT BE LEVIED ON HOMESTEAD 
PROPERTY; THAT 7.6018 VALUATION SHALL BE USED FOR GENERAL CITY 
PURPOSES; THAT SAID MILLAGE RATE IS 6.03 PERCENT (6.03%) MORE THAN 
THE ROLL-BACK RATE OF 7.1696 COMPUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLORIDA 
STATUTE 200.065(1); PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
Council Member Keefe moved to approve the first reading of proposed 
Ordinance No. 1216 and set September 21, 2020, at 6:00 P.M. [or as soon 
thereafter as possible] as a final Public Hearing date, levying a Millage Rate 
of 7.6018 on all real and tangible personal property for FY October 1, 2020 
through September 30, 2021; seconded by Council Member Jarriel. 
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Mayor Watford opened the floor for public comments; there was none. There was 
no Council discussion on this item. 
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 
 

D. Council Member Abney moved to read proposed Ordinance No. 1217 by 
title only [as provided in Exhibit 2]; seconded by Council Member Jarriel. 
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 
 
Attorney Fumero read proposed Ordinance No. 1217 by title only as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, 
FLORIDA; FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2020, AND ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR OPERATING EXPENSES OF 
THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FOR THE GENERAL OPERATION OF THE SEVERAL 
DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY AND OTHER FIXED OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY 
FOR AND DURING THE FISCAL YEAR; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Council Member Keefe moved to approve the first reading of proposed 
Ordinance No. 1217 and set September 21, 2020, at 6:00 P.M. [or as soon 
thereafter as possible] as a final Public Hearing date, setting the annual 
Budget for FY October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021; seconded by 
Council Member Jarriel. 
 
Within Exhibit 2 the 34-page proposed Budget was provided. The General Fund 
Budget Summary lists the beginning Fund Balance of $4,342,501.00; Estimated 
Revenues of $5,822,120.00 ($2,424,459.00 Ad Valorem, $3,397,661.00 Other 
Fees, Intergovernmental, Charges for Services, Fines, Forfeitures, Penalties, 
Uses of Money and Property, and Other Revenues; $350,000.00 Transferred-In 
from Public Facilities Improvement Fund; $1,362,311.00 Transferred-In from 
Capital Improvement Projects Fund). Total Projected Expenditures of 
$7,534,431.00; leaving a Fund Balance of $4,342,501.00.  
 
Public Facility Improvement (Transportation 301) Fund: Beginning Fund 
Balance of $844,807.00; Total Revenue Estimates of $1,164,028.00; Total 
Expenditures Projected of $900,488.00, plus $350,000.00 to be Transferred-Out 
to General Fund; leaving a Fund Balance of $758,347.00.  
 
Capital Improvements Projects (304) Fund: Beginning Fund Balance is 
$3,190,195.00; Total Revenues Estimates of $6,550.00; Total Projected 
Expenditures are $155,900.00, plus $1,362,311.00 transferred-out to General 
Fund; leaving a Fund Balance $1,678,534.00.  
 
Other Grants (302) Funds: Beginning Fund Balance of $260,000.00; 
Appropriation Funds Revenue of $300,000.00; Total Projected Expenditures of 
$420,000.00; leaving a Fund Balance of $140,000.00.  
 
Appropriations Grant (307) Funds: Beginning Fund Balance of $593.00; 
Appropriation Funds Revenue of $209,000.00; Total Projected Expenditures of 
$209,000.00; leaving a Fund Balance of $593.00.  
 
Law Enforcement Special (601) Fund: Beginning Fund Balance is $9,920.00; 
Total Estimated Revenues of $1,000.00; Total Projected Expenditures as 
$6,500.00; leaving a Fund Balance of $4,420.00.  
 
Mayor Watford read a letter submitted by Economic Council of Okeechobee, 
Inc.’s Executive Director Mrs. Jennifer Tewksbury into the record as follows: 
“Mayor and Members of the City Council, In respect to the budgetary priorities 
and proposed budget for FY 2020-2021, the Economic Council requests your 
consideration of the following in your efforts to be fiscally responsible and 
forward-thinking: 1. Finalizing an interlocal agreement with Okeechobee County 
for fire rescue services will save the City approximately $600,000 annually in 
redundant spending; 2. Increasing the prioritization of the general appearance of 
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our City will create an environment that fosters private investment and prudent 
growth. Historically the City’s commitment to landscaping, general aesthetics, 
and the related maintenance has been inadequate. Recent actions of the City 
Council to improve this are wise, appreciated, and show careful thought to the 
future economic wellbeing of the City and taxpayers; 3. An increase in Council 
support for the code enforcement department and staff is urgently needed. While 
many valuable changes have been made in the department in recent years 
(engaged legal counsel, special magistrate, support staff), the benefits of an 
effective code enforcement system have yet to be realized. We ask that your 
support be increased whether through added funding, increased legal support for 
foreclosure processing and ordinance revisions, and/or the reorganization of the 
department; 4. Continuing to fund and prioritize initiatives such as the charter 
review and comprehensive plan review demonstrate prudent, long-term thinking 
for the future of the City. In these uncertain times it is paramount that we 
continually evaluate the allocations of our very limited tax dollars and determine 
what expenses are necessary for the long-term viability of our City. Prioritizing 
the points above is in the best interest of our community and those you serve.” 
 
Mayor Watford opened the floor for public comments. Mr. Frank Irby addressed 
the Council, on behalf of the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) Board, 
and requested the Council consider re-allocating the $40,000.00 designated for 
the EDC to the renovation of Flagler Parks. It is the opinion of the EDC that the 
overall improvement would make a positive impact on visitors with the hopes of 
enticing them to relocate to Okeechobee. After a brief discussion, it was agreed 
by the Council that the $40,000.00 would not be re-assigned through amendment 
at this time, but that will be used for the parks and handled within the mid-year 
budget amendment.  
 
Finance Director Riedel briefly explained the reductions to specified expenditures 
within the Public Facilities Improvement Fund as discussed at the August 18, 
2020 Workshop.  
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 
 

MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE FIRST BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:30 P.M 
 

VII. MAYOR WATFORD OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR ORDINANCE 
ADOPTION AT 6:30 P.M. 
A. A motion was made by Council Member Jarriel to read proposed Ordinance 

No. 1215 by title only [as provided in Exhibit 3]; seconded by Council Member 
Keefe. 

 
Attorney Fumero read proposed Ordinance No. 1215 by title only as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; VACATING AND 
ABANDONING CERTAIN RIGHTS-OF-WAY BEING AN UNIMPROVED PORTION OF 
AN ALLEY, 20-FEET IN WIDTH, LYING BETWEEN LOTS 1 THROUGH 10 AND LOTS 
17 THROUGH 26, OF BLOCK 39, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5 OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; TOGETHER WITH AN 
UNIMPROVED PORTION OF NORTHWEST 10TH STREET (f/k/a SIXTEENTH 
AVENUE), 100-FEET IN WIDTH, LYING BETWEEN LOTS 1 THROUGH 10, OF 
BLOCK 39, AND LOTS 17 THROUGH 26, OF BLOCK 28, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA (APPLICATION 
NO. 20-001-AC/SC); DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK TO RECORD THE ORDINANCE 
IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Council Member Keefe moved to adopt proposed Ordinance No. 1215 
regarding Abandonment of Right-of-Way Petition No. 20-001-AC/SC; 
seconded by Council Member Jarriel. 

 
Mayor Watford opened the floor for public comment; there was none. Mr. Steve 
Dobbs was in attendance on behalf of the Petitioner. 
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VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 
 

MAYOR WATFORD CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:33 P.M. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Council Member Keefe moved to adopt proposed Resolution No. 2020-12, 
extending the Local Public Health State of Emergency to October 1, 2020, 
due to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) [as provided in Exhibit 4]; 
seconded by Council Member Jarriel. 

 
Mayor Watford read proposed Resolution No. 2020-12 by title only as follows: 
“A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, 

FLORIDA EXTENDING THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY DUE TO 

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19) THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 2020; 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.” There was no discussion or public comment 

offered. 

 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
B. A motion was made by Council Member Abney to adopt proposed 

Resolution No. 2020-13, authorizing the execution and acceptance of a 
Lighting Maintenance Agreement with the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) [as provided in Exhibit 5]; seconded by Council 
Member Jarriel. 

 
Attorney Fumero read proposed Resolution No. 2020-13 by title only as follows: 
“A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, 
FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND ACCEPTANCE OF A STATE 
HIGHWAY LIGHTING, MAINTENANCE AND COMPENSATION AGREEMENT WITH 
THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.” 

 
Public Works Director Allen explained Agreement No. BEA32 FM No. 432726-1-
78-09 is actually for landscape maintenance on Parrott Avenue (U.S. Highway 
441) and North Park Street (State Road 70). The initial term of the Agreement is 
one-year with a three-year renewal. 
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
C. Motion by Council Member Jarriel and seconded by Council Member Keefe 

to approve the recommended fine reductions requests by the Code 
Enforcement Special Magistrate [as provided in Exhibit 6; Case No. 190712014 
for property located at 1115 Southeast 10th Street; Legal: Lot 10, BRENTWOOD 
ESTATES, Plat Book 7, Page 31, Okeechobee County, Florida public records, 
from $1,150.00 to $115.00. Case No. 08-179 from $6,975.00 to $1,500.00, and 
Case No. 190325007 from $900.00 to $180.00 plus a $50.00 administration fee 
for a total of $230.00, for property located in the 700 block of Southeast 12th 
Avenue; Legal: Lots 9 and 12 of Block 15, WRIGHTS FIRST ADDITION, Plat 
Book 1, Page 13, Okeechobee County, Florida public records. Case No. 
190626010 for property located at 903 Southeast 8th Avenue; Legal: Lot 25, 
OKEECHOBEE ESTATES, Plat Book 3, Page 20, Okeechobee County, Florida 
public records; from $9,775.00 to $2,932.50. The property owner is requesting to 
pay an initial down payment of $500.00 and pay $200.00 per month until the 
balance is paid in full].  
 
There was no discussion or public comment on this item. 
 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 
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D. A motion was made by Council Member Jarriel to approve the Release of 
Reservations for Lots 10, 11, 12, and a strip of land lying in Lots 13 and 14, 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COMMERCE CENTER, Plat Book 7, Pages 10 to 14, 
Okeechobee County, Florida public records, and issue an Estoppel Letter 
regarding the Declaration [as provided in Exhibit 7]; seconded by Council 
Member Keefe. 

 
Attorney Fumero explained the landowner, LD Okeechobee Properties, LLC 
acquired Lots 10, 11, and 12 in July 2004 from the City. In May 2004, the City 
adopted the Declaration of Protective Covenants, Restrictions, Reservations, 
Servitudes, and Easements affecting the Commerce Center to establish uniform 
standards of development quality for light industrial, commercial, research, and 
office parks. The Declaration also specifically addresses subsurface rights. 
However, pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 270.11, there is an automatic 
reservation of an undivided three fourths interest in all the phosphate, minerals, 
and metals that are, or may be in, on, or under the property, as well as an 
undivided one half interest in all of the petroleum that is or may be in, on, or under 
the property. This puts a cloud on the title of the land owned by LD Okeechobee 
Properties, LLC, whose attorney requested the release of reservation of 
subsurface rights, and the estoppel letter regarding the Declaration from the City. 
Attorney Fumero recommended granting the request. 

 
VOTE: Ayes-Mayor Watford, Council Members Abney, Clark, Jarriel, and 
Keefe. Nays-none. Motion Carried. 

 
E. The purchase of bunker gear for the Fire Department in the amount of $17,351.04 

from Municipal Equipment Services, Inc. was withdrawn from the agenda. 
 

IX. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Council Member Jarriel reminded the citizens of the upcoming Labor Day festival and 
parade in the Parks on September 7, 2020. Council Member Keefe congratulated 
Council Member Clark and Council Member Elect Russ Cale on their unopposed 
election. Council Member Clark provided a brief update on her brother’s health and 
thanked everyone for their prayers.  

 
X. There being no further items on the agenda, Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 

6:54 P.M. The next regular meeting is scheduled for September 21, 2020, at 6:00 P.M. 

 
       

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records of the Clerk. 
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Order Generation Date: 9/10/2020 8:02:34 AM 
Cutoff/Expiration Date: 10/25/2020 

Currency: USD 
 

Opportunity ID#: 56881630 
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Customer Information Account Information Prepared By 

Name: CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 
Primary Contact: Marcos Montes De Oca 
Primary Contact Phone: (863) 763-3372 
Primary Contact Email: marcos@cityofokeechobee.com 
Billing Contact:  
Billing Contact Phone:  
Billing Contact Email:  

BPID: 1309341  
Billing Account:  
Billing Address: 55 SE 3RD AVE  
                            OKEECHOBEE, FL 
                            34974-2903 
Contract ID#: New  
(Internal Use Only) 

Name: John Alvarez 
Phone:  
Email: john.alvarez@centurylink.com 

 
 

 
Order 

 

 
 Pricing Table 

Product Qty Service Address Service Details Service Attributes 
Term 

(Months) 
MRC NRC Waived NRC 

 Fiber+ Enterprise 
Data 1 50 SE 2ND AVE 

OKEECHOBEE FL 34972 
IQ Networking Port 

- Internet 
Pro 
1G 

60 
Months $825.00 $500.00 $500.00 

 Building Extension 1  Building Extension  60 
Months $0.00 $0.00  

  1  
Business 

Essentials - 
Standard 

Includes 20 Licenses 60 
Months $0.00 $0.00  

  1  Pro MET 24x7 
Professional 

Pro 
1G 

24x7 

60 
Months $40.00 $0.00  

 Fiber+ Enterprise 
Data 1 500 NW 11TH AVE 

OKEECHOBEE FL 34972 
IQ Networking Port 

- Internet 
Pro 
1G 

60 
Months $825.00 $500.00 $500.00 

 Building Extension 1  Building Extension  60 
Months $0.00 $0.00  

  1  
Business 

Essentials - 
Standard 

Includes 20 Licenses 60 
Months $0.00 $0.00  

  1  Pro MET 24x7 
Professional 

Pro 
1G 

24x7 

60 
Months $40.00 $0.00  

     Service Sub Total: $1,730.00 $0.00  

 

"Terms and Conditions for Fiber+ Enterprise Data Package" 
 
CenturyLink provides Fiber+ Enterprise Data Package services under: (a) the Fiber+ Enterprise Data Package Attachment 
("Attachment") and (b) the Domestic CenturyLink IQ Networking, Local Access, and Rental CPE Service Exhibits. 
 
The Fiber+ Enterprise Data Package type appears in the first “Fiber+ Enterprise Data” row under the “Service Attributes” column of the 
above table. The details for CenturyLink IQ Networking appear in the first “Fiber+ Enterprise Data” row under the “Service Details” 
column (port type) and under the “Service Attributes” column (port bandwidth) of the above table. The Local Access bandwidth details 
appear in the first “Fiber+ Enterprise Data” row under the “Service Attributes” column of the above table. The package pricing includes 
the Local Access MRC and the Rental CPE MRC. CenturyLink will provide the rental equipment while Customer purchases the 
Services from CenturyLink. CenturyLink may provide equipment from various manufacturers at its discretion. The Rental CPE 
maintenance is ProMET® On-Site Standard (8x5, on-site, next business day) maintenance unless “Pro MET 24x7 Professional” 
appears in the “Service Details” column of the above table. If “Pro MET 24x7 Professional” appears in the “Service Details” column of 
the above table, the Rental CPE maintenance is ProMET® On-Site Premium (24x7, on-site, 4-hour response) maintenance for that 
location. There is an additional MRC for ProMET® On-Site Premium maintenance. Customer's site must qualify for ProMET® On-Site 
Premium maintenance. 
 
Upgrade/MACD pricing and Other Charges are per the online Rate Sheet located at: 
http://www.centurylink.com/legal/FiberPlus_offers/FiberPlus_offers_Rate_Sheet_v1.pdf (“Rate Sheet”). 
 
As part of the Service provisioning process, CenturyLink will identify whether Customer’s Local Access functionality is IP Connection as 
described in the Local Access service-specific terms. If it is, Customer agrees to use the CenturyLink IQ Networking Internet Port only 
for the provision of either: (i) wireline broadband Internet access (as defined in applicable Federal Communications Commission orders 
and regulations), or (ii) wireline broadband Internet access plus additional information services, with wireline broadband Internet access 
constituting a principal use. If the IP Connection Local Access functionality is used in conjunction with a CenturyLink IQ Networking 
Private Port, Customer must, so long as the Private Port is used, either: (iii) have entered into an agreement or amendment directing 
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Customer to the Network-Based Security ("NBS") service-specific terms and use NBS with the Private Port or (iv) use the Private Port 
in conjunction with an interconnected Internet Port in a multi-site configuration. In either case, Customer agrees the arrangement will be 
configured so each Private Port connection will be used consistent with the wireline broadband Internet access usage limitations noted 
in (i) and (ii) above. 
 
No Resale. Customer warrants: 1) Services are for its own use and 2) it will not resell the Services or extend any Services for a fee to 
others, regardless of whether it qualifies as a reseller under the Telecommunications Act of 1996 or under state law. 
 
If Customer orders Building Extension Service, the Building Extension Service Service Schedule applies. A copy of the Building 
Extension Service Service Schedule is available upon request. 
 
Customer is currently eligible to receive the following optional business applications provided by CenturyLink with the Fiber+ Enterprise 
Data Package at no additional charge. Customer will receive a URL and temporary log-in credentials to access Control Center once 
Customer’s order is submitted. Customer will need to sign on and change these credentials within 24 hours. Once Customer’s circuit is 
live, Customer will be able to log in to the Management Console using those Control Center credentials. By signing on and activating 
the applications, Customer will be accepting the terms and conditions for usage of those applications. These optional business 
applications are governed by the terms and conditions found at https://apps.centurylink.com/terms-conditions and not by this 
Agreement. 
Customer's site must qualify for ProMET® Premium On-Site Maintenance. 
 

Optional Business Applications Included at No Additional Charge Quantity/Details 

Microsoft Office 365 from CenturyLink 20 Business Essential licenses, includes email 
w/ 50GB storage  

Basic Web Hosting with Site Builder Tools 10GB Storage 
DNS Registration 1 Included 
Data Backup for PC and Laptop (not applicable to servers) 20 Licenses at 10GB each 
Cloud Fax  250 Inbound/Outbound Pages 
Search Engine Submission Attracta 

 
Customer may purchase additional CenturyLink business applications services at the following website: 
https://apps.centurylink.com/login. Additional charges will apply 
 
     

a 
 

 

 

 

Service(s) Total for Services priced in this Order 

 

 
Monthly Recurring 

Charges ($) 

Non-Recurring 

Charges ($) 

Total $ 1,730.00 $ 0.00 

 

 

  

https://apps.centurylink.com/login
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Terms and Conditions Governing This Order 
 

1. This confidential Order may not be disclosed to third parties and is non-binding until accepted by CenturyLink (“CenturyLink”), as set 
forth in section 4. Customer places this Order by signing (including electronically or digitally) or otherwise acknowledging (in a manner 
acceptable to CenturyLink) this document and returning it to CenturyLink.   
 
2. Prior to installation, CenturyLink may notify Customer in writing (including by e-mail) of price increases due to off-net vendors. 
Customer has 2 business days following notice to terminate this Order without liability; or otherwise, Customer is deemed to accept the 
increase.    
 
3. If a generic demarcation point (such as a street address) is provided, the demarcation point for on-net services will be CenturyLink’s 
Minimum Point of Entry (MPOE) at such location (as determined by CenturyLink).  Off-net demarcation points will be the off-net 
vendor's MPOE.  If this Order identifies aspects of services that are procured by Customer directly from third parties, CenturyLink is not 
liable for such services. 
 
4.  The Service identified in this Order is subject to the CenturyLink Master Service Agreement(s) and applicable Service Schedule(s) or 
Service Exhibit(s) between CenturyLink Communications, LLC and Customer (or its affiliate if expressly provided for under such affiliate 
Master Service Agreement). If Customer has not executed a CenturyLink Master Services Agreement with CenturyLink 
Communications, LLC but has executed a services agreement for applicable services with an affiliate of CenturyLink ("Affiliate 
Agreement"), then the terms of the most recent Affiliate Agreement will apply to the Service (to the extent not inconsistent with this 
Order); in such cases, the current standard Service Schedule applicable to the Services will apply. If CenturyLink and Customer have 
not executed a CenturyLink Master Service Agreement and/or applicable Service Schedule(s) governing the Service and have not 
executed an Affiliate Agreement, CenturyLink's current standard Master Service Agreement/Service Schedule(s) as of the date of this 
Order will govern, copies which are available upon request. The CenturyLink invoicing entity is the entity providing Services. 
 
Notwithstanding anything in any Affiliate Agreement to the contrary, CenturyLink will notify Customer of acceptance of requested 
Service in this Order by delivering (in writing or electronically) the date by which CenturyLink will install Service (the “Customer 
Commit Date”), by delivering the Service, or by the manner described in a Service Schedule.  CenturyLink will deliver a written or 
electronic notice that the Service is installed (a “Connection Notice”), at which time billing will commence. Unless otherwise provided in 
a Service Attachment, at the expiration of the Service Term, Service will continue month-to-month, and rates are subject to change 
upon 30 days’ notice from CenturyLink.  If the Affiliate Agreement governs and does not include early termination charges and if 
Customer cancels or terminates Service for any reason other than CenturyLink’s uncured default or if CenturyLink terminates due to 
Customer’s uncured default, then Customer will pay CenturyLink’s standard early termination liability charges as identified in the 
CenturyLink Master Service Agreement, Affiliate Agreement, Service Exhibit or Service Schedule. “Affiliate Agreement” for CenturyLink 
Communications, LLC or any companies that were affiliates of CenturyLink Communications, LLC before the merger between 
CenturyLink and Level 3 Communications (“Merger”) means only an applicable Interexchange Carrier (IXC) network agreement, e.g. 
CenturyLink Total Advantage Agreement, CenturyLink Total Advantage Express Agreement, or CenturyLink Wholesale Services 
Agreement, for non-government customers (each, a CenturyLink Affiliate Agreement). Affiliate Agreement also includes an Agreement 
between Customer and any entity that was an affiliate of Level 3 Communications before the Merger.  
  
5. Neither party will be liable for any damages for lost profits, lost revenues, loss of goodwill, loss of anticipated savings, loss of data or 
cost of purchasing replacement service, or any indirect, incidental, special, consequential, exemplary or punitive damages arising out of 
the performance or failure to perform under this Order.  Customer's sole remedies for any nonperformance, outages, failures to deliver 
or defects in Service are contained in the service levels applicable to the affected Service. 
 
6. All transport services ordered from CenturyLink will be treated as interstate for regulatory purposes.  Customer may certify transport 
service as being intrastate (for regulatory purposes only) in a format as required by CenturyLink, but only where the transport services 
are sold on a stand-alone basis, the end points for the service are located in the same state and neither end point is a CenturyLink 
provided IP port ("Intrastate Services"). Where Customer requests that services be designated as Intrastate Services, Customer 
certifies to CenturyLink that not more than 10% of Customer's traffic utilizing the Intrastate Services will be originated or terminated 
outside of the state in which the Intrastate Services are provided. Such election will apply prospectively only and will apply to all 
Intrastate Services stated in this Order. 
 
7. Charges for certain Services are subject to (a) a per month property tax surcharge and (b) a per month cost recovery fee to 
reimburse CenturyLink for various governmental taxes and surcharges. Such charges are subject to change by CenturyLink and will be 
applied regardless of whether Customer has delivered a valid tax exemption certificate. For additional details on taxes and surcharges 
that are assessed, visit http://www.centurylink.com/taxes or the RSS, if indicated by the applicable Service Schedule(s) or Service 
Exhibit(s). 
 
8. Customer will pay CenturyLink's standard: (a) expedite charges (added to the NRC) if Customer requests a delivery date inside 
CenturyLink's standard interval duration (available upon request and (b) ancillary charges for additional activities, features or options.  If 
CenturyLink cannot complete installation due to Customer delay or inaction, CenturyLink may begin charging Customer and Customer 
will pay such charges. 
 

http://www.centurylink.com/taxes
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9. Charges/Orders. CenturyLink will charge Customer the rates for the Services shown above. If Customer changes any of the 
Bundle/Package or Service Details or moves a Service Address, these rates will not apply. Rates and charges for Service elements not 
identified appear in the applicable terms and conditions. Existing services, bundles, offers, or packages will continue to be governed by 
the terms and conditions incorporated by attachment or reference when previously added to the Agreement. If the Agreement does not 
allow for rates to be set forth in a quote, this Order amends the Agreement to include CenturyLink-approved signed quotes as a method 
to order the Services listed above. Despite anything to the contrary in the Service-specific terms and conditions and for purposes of this 
Order only, NRCs are NOT waived unless this Order expressly states NRCs are waived or the NRCs appear in the waived column in 
the above table(s). If a Cancellation Charge requires Customer to pay the amount of any waived or discounted NRC, the NRC will be 
the amount stated in this Order or shown in the “Waived NRC” column in the above table(s) despite anything to the contrary in the 
Existing Agreement or Agreement. If in this Order Customer is upgrading, moving, disconnecting or otherwise changing an existing 
Service, cancellation charges may apply as set forth in the Agreement. 
 
 

 

Customer:  CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 
 
 

 

\ 
 

{{Sig1a_es_:signer1:signature                                              }} 
 

Authorized Signature 
 
{{Fname1a_es_:signer1:fullname                                          }} 
 

Name Typed or Printed 
 
{{*Title_es_:signer1                                                           }} 
 

Title  
 
{{Dte_es_:signer1:date}} 
 

Date 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, PUBLIC WORKS 

Memo 

The Public Works Department is requesting the award of the contract for Sidewalk and Concrete 
Roadway Improvements, PW 03-11-08-20 to Vest Concrete Contractors Inc. The period of the contract is 
for one year.  The Total Budgeted amount for Sidewalk and Concrete Roadway work is $86,337.50. The 
breakdown between budget line items is as follows: 

*The remainder of the $90,000 in budget line item 301-549-6300 Will be used for asphalt
improvements.

The contract can be extended on an annual basis at the same or superior terms by mutual 
agreement/acceptance between the vendor and the City.  

Amounts in the bid were based on estimated quantities for sidewalk, curbing and other non-specific 
work. The detailed bid tabulation is attached. In Summary the quotes were as follows: 

Sidewalk Repair and ADA Ramp Installation 301-549-4609 40,000.00$ 
Asphalt and Roadway Reconstruction/Sidewalk Program* 301-549-6300 46,337.50$ 

Total: 86,337.50$ 

FY 21 Concrete Improvements Budget Items

Contractor Total Bid
Vest Concrete Contractors Inc. 88,137.50$    
Heavy Civil Inc 145,800.00$ 
COBB Site Development Inc. 249,738.63$ 
American Design Engineering 
Construction Inc 172,010.00$ 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Marcos Montes De Oca, City Administrator 

David Allen, Public Works Director

9/10/2020 

Sidewalk and Concrete Roadway Bid award to Vest Concrete, PW 03-11-08-20 
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ITEM NO. DESCRIPTION UNIT 
MEASURE 

EST. 
QTY.

 UNIT PRICE  AMOUNT  UNIT PRICE  AMOUNT  UNIT PRICE  AMOUNT  UNIT PRICE  AMOUNT 

1

Pour 8” concrete roadway slab 24’ X 150’, 3,000 psi minimum W/6” X 6” – 1.4 X 1.4 WWF 
Reinforcement on NW 10th Street. City to remove existing asphalt and excavate existing road 
base and provide new sub base. Work to be performed in two segments to maintain access to 
apartment complex on North side of 10th Street.

Each 1  $  17,100.00  $               17,100.00  $  54,911.62  $          54,911.62  $  31,000.00  $       31,000.00  $  32,000.00  $      32,000.00 

2

Pour 8” concrete roadway slab, 450 sqyd, 3,000 minimum psi W/6” X 6” – 1.4 X 1.4 WWF 
Reinforcement on NE 5th Avenue. City to remove existing asphalt and excavate existing road 
base and provide new sub base.  Work to be performed in two segments to maintain access to 
Diamond R Fertilizer.

Each 1  $  19,237.50  $               19,237.50  $  54,911.62  $          54,911.62  $  31,000.00  $       31,000.00  $  32,000.00  $      32,000.00 

3

Remove existing sidewalk and install new curb ramp CR-A per FDOT indexes 300- Curb 
& Curb and Gutter, and 304 – Detectable Warnings and Sidewalk Curb Ramps. 
Concrete shall be 3,000 psi with fiber of other appropriate reinforcement material. 
Detectable warning mat color shall be brick red.

EACH 1  $    1,900.00  $                 1,900.00  $    8,034.29  $            8,034.29  $    4,050.00  $         4,050.00  $    5,500.00  $        5,500.00 

4

Remove existing sidewalk and install new curb ramp CR-B per FDOT indexes 300- Curb 
& Curb and Gutter, and 304 – Detectable Warnings and Sidewalk Curb Ramps. 
Concrete shall be 3,000 psi with fiber of other appropriate reinforcement material. 
Detectable warning mat color shall be brick red.

Each 7  $    1,900.00  $               13,300.00  $    6,237.50  $          43,662.50  $    3,500.00  $       24,500.00  $    5,500.00  $      38,500.00 

5

Remove existing sidewalk and install new curb ramp CR-L per FDOT indexes 300- Curb 
& Curb and Gutter, and 304 – Detectable Warnings and Sidewalk Curb Ramps. 
Concrete shall be 3,000 psi with fiber of other appropriate reinforcement material. 
Detectable warning mat color shall be brick red.

Each 2  $    1,900.00  $                 3,800.00  $    6,069.05  $          12,138.10  $    5,000.00  $       10,000.00  $    3,780.00  $        7,560.00 

6
REMOVE AND REPLACE EXISTING FIVE (5) FOOT WIDE CONCRETE SIDEWALK. TEN (10) YARD 
TOTAL.

LINEAR 
FOOT

100  $          30.00  $                 3,000.00  $          49.70  $            4,970.00  $          38.00  $         3,800.00  $          65.00  $        6,500.00 

7
REMOVE AND REPLACE EXISTING FIVE-FOOT-WIDE CONCRETE SIDEWALK. LESS THAN TEN (10) 
YARD TOTAL

LINEAR 
FOOT

50  $          35.00  $                 1,750.00  $          82.05  $            4,102.50  $          60.00  $         3,000.00  $          65.00  $        3,250.00 

8 REMOVE AND REPLACE EXISTING CONCRETE “F” CURB.  LINEAR 
FOOT

100  $          28.00  $                 2,800.00  $          47.06  $            4,706.00  $          33.00  $         3,300.00  $          28.00  $        2,800.00 

9 TEN (10) YARD TOTAL LINEAR 
FOOT

100  $          28.00  $                 2,800.00  $          34.19  $            3,419.00  $          50.00  $         5,000.00  $          34.00  $        3,400.00 

10  REMOVE AND REPLACE EXISTING CONCRETE “F” CURB.  LINEAR 
FOOT

500  $          16.25  $                 8,125.00  $          25.40  $          12,700.00  $          19.50  $         9,750.00  $          40.00  $      20,000.00 

11 LESS THAN TEN (10) YARD TOTAL LINEAR 
FOOT

100  $          21.25  $                 2,125.00  $          67.26  $            6,726.00  $          32.00  $         3,200.00  $          40.00  $        4,000.00 

12 INSTALL NEW FIVE (5) FOOT WIDE CONCRETE SIDEWALK. TEN (10) YARD TOTAL LINEAR 
FOOT

100  $          18.00  $                 1,800.00  $          61.98  $            6,198.00  $          22.00  $         2,200.00  $          30.00  $        3,000.00 

13 INSTALL NEW FIVE (5) FOOT WIDE CONCRETE SIDEWALK. LESS THAN TEN (10) YARD TOTAL LINEAR 
FOOT

50  $          30.00  $                 1,500.00  $       123.37  $            6,168.50  $          50.00  $         2,500.00  $          35.00  $        1,750.00 

14 INSTALL NEW CONCRETE “D” CURB. TEN (10) YARD OR GREATER TOTAL LINEAR 
FOOT

100  $          28.00  $                 2,800.00  $          66.47  $            6,647.00  $          25.00  $         2,500.00  $          30.00  $        3,000.00 

15 INSTALL NEW CONCRETE “D” CURB. LESS THAN TEN (10) YARD TOTAL LINEAR 
FOOT

50  $          35.00  $                 1,750.00  $       123.37  $            6,168.50  $          50.00  $         2,500.00  $          35.00  $        1,750.00 

16 INSTALL NEW CONCRETE “F” CURB. TEN (10) YARD OR GREATER TOTAL SQUARE 
FOOT

500  $            4.00  $                 2,000.00  $          13.32  $            6,660.00  $            7.00  $         3,500.00  $            6.00  $        3,000.00 

Okeechobee 2020 Sidewalk and Roadway Concrete Improvements PW 03-11-08-20 Bid Tabulation
Vest COBB Heavy Civil American Design



17 INSTALL NEW CONCRETE “F” CURB. LESS THAN TEN (10) YARD TOTAL SQUARE 
FOOT

500  $            4.70  $                 2,350.00  $          15.23  $            7,615.00  $            8.00  $         4,000.00  $            8.00  $        4,000.00 

Total Bid 88,137.50$            249,738.63$      145,800.00$   172,010.00$  
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ORDINANCE NO. 1216 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA LEVYING THE AD VALOREM PROPERTY 
TAX MILLAGE RATE FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES ON ALL TAXABLE 
PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 1, 2020 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; PROVIDING 
THAT 7.6018 PER THOUSAND DOLLAR VALUATION SHALL NOT BE 
LEVIED ON HOMESTEAD PROPERTY; THAT 7.6018 VALUATION 
SHALL BE USED FOR GENERAL CITY PURPOSES; THAT SAID 
MILLAGE RATE IS 6.03 PERCENT (6.03%) MORE THAN THE ROLL- 
BACK RATE OF 7.1696 COMPUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
FLORIDA STATUTE 200.065(1); PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND 
SEVERABILITY;    AND    PROVIDING    FOR    AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

WHEREAS, Section 200.001(8)(f), Florida Statutes, provides that “voted millage” or 
“voted levies” means ad valorem taxes in excess of maximum millage amounts 
authorized by law approved for periods not longer than two (2) years by vote of the 
electors pursuant to s. 9(b), Art. VII of the State Constitution or ad valorem taxes 
levied for purposes provided in s. 12, Art. VII of the State Constitution; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.001(2)(a), Florida Statutes, provides that “general municipal 
millage” shall be that non-voted millage rate set by the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, governs the adoption and levying of 
millage rates and provides that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee shall 
comply with the controlling provisions of Florida law in adoption of any millage 
rates, including municipal debt service millage, voted millage and voted levies; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, provides that the City Council as the 
governing body of the City of Okeechobee and as its taxing authority must adopt 
a resolution or ordinance in order to levy any millage in the manner specifically 
provided by general law or special act; and 

 

WHEREAS, October 1, 2020 is the commencement of the fiscal year for the City of 
Okeechobee, which shall end on September 30, 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida, held public hearings as required by Section 
200.065, Florida Statutes, on September 3, 2020, and September 21, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee, Florida has complied with all other requirements of 
law. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 

Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote 
of the City Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief 
Presiding Officer for the City: 

 

Section 1: The ad valorem property tax operating millage rate for municipal purposes is 
hereby levied on the taxable property within the City Limits of the City of 
Okeechobee for Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2020 and ending 
September 30, 2021. 

 

The City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, hereby levies a tax of 
7.6018 per thousand dollar valuation on all real and tangible personal 
property within the corporate limits of the City of Okeechobee, provided 
however, that 7.6018 shall not be levied upon property in the City of 
Okeechobee claimed and allowed as homestead on the general laws of the 
State of Florida. 

 

Section 2: The millage rate adopted is 6.03 percent more than the roll-back rate of 
7.1696 as computed in accordance with Florida Statutes Section 200.065(1). 
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Section 3: That this Ordinance was proposed, considered, and adopted under the 
provisions of Florida Statutes Chapter 166 and Section 200.065, in 
conformance with applicable law and the State Constitution. 

 

Section 4: The Finance Director shall furnish a certified copy of this Ordinance upon 
second reading and final adoption to the Okeechobee County Property 
Appraiser, the Okeechobee County Tax Collector, and the Florida 
Department of Revenue as required by law. 

 

Section 5: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 

Section 6:  The provisions within this Ordinance shall take effect October 1, 2020. 
 
 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and Public Hearing on the 3rd day of September 2020. 
 
 

 

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 

 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on the 21st
 

day of September 2020. 
 

 

Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 

 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 
 

REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 

 

John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1217 

 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 
1, 2020, AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2021; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR 
OPERATING EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE FOR THE 
GENERAL OPERATION OF THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY 
AND OTHER FIXED OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY FOR AND DURING THE 
FISCAL YEAR; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT AND SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee adopts a final budget and appropriates funds on an annual 

basis for the general operation of several departments of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee held budget workshops on August 12, 2020, and August 

18, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 166.241, Florida Statutes provides specific requirements to which 

municipalities must comply with regard to budgets and budget amendments; and  
 
WHEREAS, State law requires that municipal budgets are balanced and adopted annually, and 

the adoption must be by resolution or ordinance including provisions relating to the 
methods and timing of budget amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2020 tax assessment role for the City of Okeechobee has been paired, 

equalized and certified, showing: Total taxable value of real and personal property: 
$332,221,139.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the process of the adoption of the annual budget is governed by Chapter 200, 

Florida Statutes, requiring calculation of the rolled-back tax rate and percentage 
increase over the rolled-rate, certain public notices, public hearings, format of required 
ordinances, and the like. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida; 

presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City 
Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for 
the City:  

 
Section 1: The City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, after having held a public 

hearing on the annual budget, including General Fund, Public Facilities 
Improvement Fund, Other Grants Fund, Appropriations Grant Fund, Capital 
Improvement Projects Fund, and Law Enforcement Special Fund, hereby adopts 
as its annual budget the expenditures, as fully set forth below, for the Fiscal Year 
beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2021. 

 
 

GENERAL FUND 

 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 4,342,501.00 
  Ad Valorem Taxes - 7.6018 $ 2,424,459.00 
  Other Fees $ 731,300.00 
  Intergovernmental Revenue $ 1,502,876.00 
  Charges for Current Services $ 1,023,700.00 
  Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties $ 21,475.00 
  Uses of Money and Property $ 90,000.00 
  Other Revenues $ 28,310.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $10,164,621.00 
 

  Transfer-In from Public Facilities Improvement Fund $ 350,000.00 
  Transfer-In from Capital Improvement Projects Fund $ 1,362,311.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES AND TRANSFERS $11,876,932.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  Legislative $ 213,771.00 
  Executive $ 252,322.00 
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  City Clerk $ 288,057.00 
  Financial Services $ 333,055.00 
  Legal Counsel $ 166,400.00 
  General Services $ 515,573.00 
  Law Enforcement $ 3,084,217.00 
  Fire Protection $ 1,458,050.00 
  Road and Street Facilities $ 1,222,986.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 7,534,431.00 
 

GENERAL FUND BALANCE $ 4,342,501.00 
 
 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 844,807.00 
  Revenues $ 1,164,028.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 2,008,835.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 900,488.00 
 

  Transfer-Out to General Fund $ 350,000.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS $ 1,250,488.00 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT FUND BALANCE $ 758,347.00 
 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 3,190,195.00 
  Revenues $ 6,550.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 3,196,745.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 155,900.00 
 

  Transfer-Out to General Fund $ 1,362,311.00 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS $ 1,518,211.00 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FUND BALANCE $ 1,678,534.00 
 
 

OTHER GRANTS FUND 
 

Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 260,000.00 
  Revenues $ 300,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 560,000.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 420,000.00 
 
 

OTHER GRANTS FUND BALANCE $ 140,000.00 
 
 

APPROPRIATION GRANTS FUND 
 

Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 593.00 
  Revenues $ 209,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 209,593.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 209,000.00 
 

APPROPRIATION GRANTS FUND BALANCE $ 593.00 
 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND 
 

 Revenues: 
  Fund Balance $ 9,920.00 
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  Revenues $ 1,000.00 
  TOTAL REVENUES $ 10,920.00 
 

 Expenditures: 
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 6,500.00 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SPECIAL FUND BALANCE $ 4,420.00 
 
 

Section 2: That this Ordinance was proposed, considered and adopted under the provisions 
of Chapter 166 and 200.065 Florida Statutes. 

 
 

Section 3: The Finance Director shall furnish a certified copy of this Ordinance upon second 
reading and final adoption to the Okeechobee County Property Appraiser, the 
Okeechobee County Tax Collector, and the Florida Department of Revenue as 
required by law. 

 
 

Section 4: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
 

Section 5: The City Administrator, through the Finance Director, is hereby authorized and 
directed to disburse monies for the purpose of meeting the expenses and 
expenditures of the City as appropriated. 

 
 

Section 6: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective October 1, 2020. 
 
 

INTRODUCED for First Reading and Public Hearing on the 3rd day of September, 2020. 
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on the 21st day of 

September, 2020. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 



CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, PUBLIC WORKS 

Memo 
 

 

 
 
 
The Public Works Department is requesting an adjustment to the Purchase Order (4859) for road 
resurfacing in the amount of $8,617.20. The adjustment is needed because there was a small field 
adjustment adding a small addition to the area paved on SE 11th   Avenue as well as asphalt overages for 
the other areas paved due to actual road conditions.  The original Piggyback Agreement with C.W. 
Roberts was approved at the August 6, 2019 city council meeting.  A breakdown of the adjustments is as 
follows: 
 

 

Tons Cost Tons Cost Change
Milling and Hauling 40 280.00$       40 280.00$       -$             
Leveling 40 6,240.00$    40 6,240.00$    -$             
Asphalt 40 5,136.00$    55 7,062.00$    1,926.00$   

Tons Cost Tons Cost Change
Milling and Hauling 126 560.00$       126 560.00$       -$             
Leveling 126 19,656.00$ 126 19,656.00$ -$             
Asphalt 130 16,692.00$ 173 22,213.20$ 5,521.20$   

Tons Cost Tons Cost Change
Milling and Hauling 80 280.00$       80 280.00$       -$             
Leveling 80 12,480.00$ 80 12,480.00$ -$             
Asphalt 140 17,976.00$ 150 19,260.00$ 1,284.00$   

Milling (3) Streets Total 5,586.00$    

Total Invoice 93,617.20$ 

Original P.O. Amount 85,000.00$ 
Amount over P.O. 8,617.20$    

NW 9th Street (305')

SW 11th Ave (S of SW 5th St to SW 7th St, SW 2nd St to S Park St)

SW 21st St (SW 7th Ave to East of Field Limits)

CW Roberts Paving Adjustments

To: Marcos Montes De Oca, City Administrator 

From: David Allen, Public Works Director 

Date: 9/10/2020 

Re: C.W. Rodgers purchase order Adjustment 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO: Mayor Watford & Council Members DATE: September 10, 2020 
 
 
FROM: City Clerk Gamiotea SUBJECT: 9/21/20 Agenda Item-CCRAC 
   Applications 
 
 

As instructed by the City Council, we advertised for City residents and/or property 
owners to apply to serve on the City’s Citizen Charter Review Advisory Committee 
(CCRAC), for at least 60-days. The applications are attached for your review and 
consideration. 
 
The City Council has the option of extending the application period or appointing the 
eight-member committee from these applicants (seven regular members and one 
alternate). The normal practice of the City after appointment is for the City Clerk to 
officially notify them, provide them with the Citizen Board Handbook and ensure all 
required forms are completed. Once an initial meeting date has been scheduled in 
coordination with the City Attorney and Administrator, it will be advertised as will all 
future meetings. 
 
Names of applications attached: 

Suzanne Bowen, resident & property owner 
Noel A. Chandler, resident & property owner 
Steve Dobbs, property owner 
Jamie Gamiotea, resident & property owner 
Jeremy R. LaRue, property owner 
Sandy Perry, property owner 
Cary Pigman, resident & property owner 
Myranda Whirls, resident & property owner 
Hoot Worley, property owner 

 
Please do not hesitate to call me with any questions or need any additional information. 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE 

55 SE THIRD AVENUE 

OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974 
Phone: (863)763-3372   

www.cityofokeechobee.com 

 
 

Okeechobee City Council 
Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr. 

Wes Abney 

  Monica Clark 

Bob Jarriel 

Bobby Keefe        

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To:       City Council Members & City Administrator 
 
From:  John Fumero & Carlyn H. Kowalsky, City Attorneys 
 
Subject: Update on Proposed Fire Services Interlocal Agreement 
 
Date:  August 28, 2020 
 

At its meeting on July 21, 2020, the City Council directed the City Attorney to negotiate 
with the County to develop a proposed Interlocal Agreement for Fire Services (the 
Agreement). Since that time we have had several conference calls with the 
Okeechobee County Attorney to discuss specific terms and conditions. Attached hereto 
as Exhibit 1 is a draft agreement which I believe reflects terms and conditions that are 
generally acceptable to Okeechobee County (the County). As you know, neither the 
County Attorney, nor the City Attorney, have the authority to agree to any specific terms 
or conditions.   

Key provisions of the Agreement include: 

 In exchange for the County’s provision of the fire services set forth in the 
Agreement, the City shall pay to County, no later than January 15th each year, 
an amount equal to the sum of the aggregate assessment of amounts for all 
properties lying within the City boundaries, as calculated underutilizing the 
County’s then current fire rescue assessment fee structure. 

 The County adopts a published fee schedule setting forth the cost of various 
services provided by the County. The City agrees that the current County fee 
schedule and any additional fee schedules adopted by the County pursuant to 
the Fire Prevention Code shall be adopted by the City, and become effective for 
Fire Services provided by the County within the City.  

 The Agreement provides for a 5 year term which may be extended agreement of 
the parties. 

 The County will offer positions to listed employees at the rates of pay and rank 
shown on the exhibit attached to the Agreement. 

 Employees may elect to transfer their pension to the Florida Retirement System 
offered by the County or may choose to stay with the City Pension Fund. The 
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details of this option and the process is subject to review by City pension 
attorney. 

 All City employees hired by the County are subject to the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement for the Okeechobee County Fire Department. 

 The City will transfer ownership of listed vehicles and other equipment to the 
County at no cost to the County. 

 All or part of City employee annual leave and medical leave may be transferred 
to the County upon receipt of payment from the City equal to the value of the 
transferred annual and medical leave up to the maximum allowable hours under 
the County CBA 

 The City will provide the County with exclusive access to the City Fire Station.  
However, the County will not this facility as a station for responding to service 
calls. Upon commencement of services, the County will pay the utility bills. 

 The County will provide quarterly written reports containing information about fire 
services as specified in the Agreement. 

To assist in understanding the comparative compensation between the County and the 
City, the County prepared the spreadsheet attached hereto as Exhibit 2, which among 
other things, identifies projected compensation at the County over a three-year period of 
time. Marcos is scheduling a meeting with the County Administrator to discuss and 
agree upon the underlying findings and analysis codified in the spreadsheet, and ensure 
there is an “apples to apples” comparison. The numbers in the spreadsheet are 
estimates, and are subject to change, based on final decisions regarding the specific 
individuals who actually apply for, and obtain, positions with the County. The structure 
of the Agreement contemplates that when the parties are ready to execute it, the 
County will have determined which employees it will hire. That step has not yet 
occurred. Please note that there are seven open positions at the County Fire 
Department, which are comprised of six paramedic positions and one inspector position. 

Our goal is to present this matter to City Council at the September 21, 2020 meeting. In 
the meantime, Marcos and I are available to schedule one-on-one briefings with City 
Council. As always, please let us know if you have any questions or comments. 

Attachments: 

1. DRAFT Interlocal Agreement.  
2. Worksheet prepared by County showing employees and proposed salaries.  



Draft - August 28, 2020 

Page 1 of 8 

 

 

Interlocal Agreement between Okeechobee County  

and the City of Okeechobee for Fire Services 

 

This Interlocal Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into by and between 

Okeechobee County, Florida, a political subdivision of the State of Florida, by and through its 

Board of County Commissioners (“County”) and the City of Okeechobee, Florida, a municipal 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Florida, by and through its City 

Council (“City”).  

 

WITNESSETH 

 

WHEREAS, the City has maintained a high level of professional fire services for the 

benefit of the citizenry thereof; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is desirous of maintaining a high level of professional fire services 

in conjunction and harmony with its policies of sound fiscal management going forward; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City is therefore desirous of contracting with the County for the County 

to provide fire services for the benefit of the City’s residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County has agreed to render to the City a high level of professional fire 

services upon the terms and conditions set forth herein; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City and the County find and determine that this Agreement constitutes 

a contract for services, wherein the City has not divested ultimate authority to supervise and 

control, based on numerous factors, including but not limited to: the relatively short time period 

of this Agreement, after which the City has the option to resume the direct provision of fire 

services; the City's continued maintenance and supervision of a pension plan in which transferring 

firefighters may continue to participate; the County's provision of fire services, consisting of 

personal services and equipment, to the City as an independent contractor; the City's entitlement 

to receive reports from the County concerning the provision of fire services pursuant to the 

provisions of this Agreement; and the City's entitlement to pursue any and all available legal 

remedies in the event of County's default under this Agreement. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual terms, conditions, promises, 

covenants and payments hereinafter set forth, and for other good and value consideration the 

receipt and adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties hereto mutually agree as 

follows: 

 

Section 1.  Recitals and Exhibits.  The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by 

reference and made a part of this Agreement.  The following Exhibits are attached to this 

Agreement and are part of it. 

 



Draft - August 28, 2020 

Page 2 of 8 

Exhibit A Employees 

Exhibit B Retirement Plan Election Form 

Exhibit C Vehicles and Equipment 

 

Section 2.  Services. 

 

A. Primary Services. The County hereby agrees to provide fire services, which include fire 

suppression, rescue operations, mass casualty incident response, major disaster response, 

and dispatch and communication services, plus all support services required to provide 

such services including, but not limited to, supervision, training, equipment maintenance, 

supplies and procurement. Additionally, the County hereby agrees to provide fire 

prevention services as it relates to pre-development planning, plan submittal review, 

development and post occupancy fire inspections, and fire and building code 

administration, all of which is collectively referred to herein as “Fire Services” within the 

boundaries of the City as they may from time to time exist according to Florida law.  

 

B. Additional Services. The County and City will also provide the following additional 

services:  

 

i. The County shall conduct inspections pursuant to the Florida Fire Prevention Code 

(“Fire Code”) and all applicable Florida Statutes and Administrative Codes. The 

County shall assume authority and responsibility to enforce the Florida Fire 

Prevention Code. Such enforcement requires inspection of each new building 

subject to the Florida Fire Prevention Code and includes periodic inspections of 

each existing building subject to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 

ii. Fee Schedule Adoption. The County adopts a published fee schedule setting forth 

the cost of various services provided by the County. The City agrees that the current 

fee schedule and any additional fee schedules adopted by the County pursuant to 

enforcement of the Fire Prevention Code shall be effective for Fire Services 

provided by the County within the City upon the Commencement Date of Services. 

Said fee schedule may be updated from time to time by the County and shall be 

incorporated into this Agreement without further amendment to this Agreement 

upon written notification to the City. The City shall remit to the County, no less 

than quarterly each fiscal year, the fire plan review fees and inspection fees 

collected by the City for each applicable permit issued by the City. County shall 

direct bill those fees not to be collected by the City in conjunction with a permit 

issuance.  

 

Section 3.  Effective Date and Term.  This Interlocal Agreement and any subsequent 

amendment hereto shall be effective upon signing by both of the parties and recording with the 

Okeechobee County Clerk of the Circuit Court as provided by Section 163.01(11), Florida 

Statutes. The provision of Fire Services shall commence at 8:00 a.m. on April 1, 2021, 

(“Commencement Date of Services”) and end at 8:00 a.m. on October 1, 2026, unless this 

Agreement is otherwise extended.  
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Section 4.  City Payments for Services.   In exchange for the County’s provision of the 

services set forth herein, the City shall pay to County, no later than January 15th each year, an 

amount equal to the sum of the aggregate assessment amounts for all properties lying within the 

City boundaries, as calculated utilizing the County’s then current fire rescue assessment fee 

structure.   However, on April 1, 2021, the City shall make a prorated payment for the partial fiscal 

year 2021, and fees for future fiscal years shall be prorated for any partial year if necessary.   

 

Section 5.  Employees.   As of the Commencement Date of Services, the County shall hire 

those employees listed in Exhibit A, who wish to obtain employment with the County at the initial 

rates of pay and classifications shown in Exhibit A upon the terms and conditions set forth below. The 

County acknowledges that it has conducted all of its internal hiring processes to the County’s 

satisfaction, and that such processes indicate that the employees listed on Exhibit A meet the County’s 

hiring requirements.  

 

A. City employees who wish to accept a position with the County’s fire department must 

notify the County no later than __________, 2021.  Those City employees who accept a 

position with the County are referred to as “Employees” herein. 

 

B. All other perquisites not identified on Exhibit A, shall be as prescribed in the collective 

bargaining agreement between Okeechobee County and Local #2918 I.A.F.F. (hereinafter 

“CBA”).  

 

C. All or part of each Employee's annual leave and medical leave may be transferred to the 

County, pursuant to the employee's written authorization, upon receipt of payment from the 

City equal to the value of the transferred annual and medical leave based on pay or 

compensation as of _________________ up to the maximum allowable hours under the 

CBA.   

 

D. County and City agree that as provided in Florida Administrative Code section 60S, each 

Employee will have the right to select participation in either the Florida Retirement System 

or to remain in the City Pension Fund, and that each transferred employee's selection is 

irrevocable.   Each employee shall provide his or her selection in writing on or before 

______________, 2021, using the form attached as Exhibit B.  

 

E. For all Employees who elect to continue participation in the City Pension Fund, the County 

agrees to pay to the City Pension Fund the lesser amount of the required employer's annual 

contribution as determined by the actuary employed by the City Firefighter's Pension Board of 

Trustees, and as otherwise provided for by State law, or an amount equal to that which the 

County would have paid to the Florida Retirement System had such Employee been enrolled 

in that System.  The City agrees to fund the City Firefighters' Pension Fund on 

__________________, 2021, to the level required to make the fund actuarially sound as of 

__________________, 2021, and to make appropriate payment(s) in the future, as long as 

there are participants, in order to maintain the actuarial soundness of the Fund should the 

County's required contribution pursuant to this Agreement not be sufficient to meet the 

requirement for actuarial soundness.  The aforementioned "required employer's annual 

contribution" will be based on the level of benefits on ________________, 2021, or the level 
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of benefit in a subsequent year, whichever is less. Nothing herein shall prevent the 

termination of the City Firefighters' Pension Fund as allowed by Florida Statutes as amended. 

If the Florida Retirement System increases benefits provided to special risk members of that 

system, the parties agree to review this section.   [City pension and labor lawyers must 

review this section] 

 

Section 6.  Vehicles and Equipment.    On the Commencement Date of Services, the City 

shall transfer ownership of the City's vehicles and equipment identified in Exhibit C to the County.   

The City shall transfer the items listed on Exhibit C at no cost and free and clear of any encumbrances 

or liens.  The City shall make such vehicles reasonably available to County no later than ____ days prior 

to the Commencement Date of Services so the County can property equip the vehicles.  

 

Section 7. City Fire Station.  From the Commencement Date of Services through 

_________________, the City agrees to allow County to exclusively utilize and occupy, with 24 

hour access thereto, the City’s apparatus storage bays located at 

__________________________________ (“City Fire Station”) to house the vehicles and 

equipment necessary to provide the services contemplated by this Agreement.  The County will 

not use the City Fire Station as a station for responding to calls for service.  During the term of this 

Agreement, the County shall pay for the water, sewer and electric utility bills for the City Fire 

Station.  Check with Chief on status of this item. 

 

Section 8.  Retirement Plan Liability.  The City will retain all liability for any unfunded 

retirement plan liability for all former City employees. The City will also retain all liability for any 

vested retirement benefits of all former City employees, such as, but not limited to, health 

insurance maintenance payments. The County will not be responsible for and will not accept any 

liability regarding any former City employees that arises from their former employment with the 

City.  

 

Section 9.  Reports to City by County.   

 

A. The County shall make quarterly written reports to the City setting forth statistical 

information concerning the provision by the County of fire services in the City that include 

the following information:    

 

a. Calls for service based on units responding 

b. Response Time reports, trends and other relevant performance data 

c. Citizen complaints and their status/disposition 

d. Encumbered times for units by day of week 

e. Fire prevention activities (past month and planned current month) 

f. Annual inspections and re-inspections including progress toward all required 

annual inspections. 

 

B. For fire protection calls, County shall make every reasonable effort to respond within 

established National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1221 and 1710 standards.  

 



Draft - August 28, 2020 

Page 5 of 8 

Section 10.  General Liability for Conduct of Former City employees.  The City shall remain 

solely responsible for any and all claims and litigation alleging negligence or wrongdoing by the 

City or any City Fire Rescue employee due to the conduct of any City Fire Rescue employee, or 

others within the City, occurring before the Commencement Date of Services. The City will 

defend, indemnify, and save harmless the County, including all of its boards, agencies, 

departments, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers against any and all claims, demands, 

lawsuits, liability, judgments, debts, loss, damages, and expenses (including, but not limited to, 

costs and legal fees) including, but not limited to those arising from injuries or death of persons, 

and for damages to property, arising directly or indirectly out of any City Fire Rescue employee’s 

actions or inaction occurring prior to the Commence Date of Services.  

 

Section 11.  Worker’s Compensation.  City agrees that it will remain fully responsible for any 

and all workers’ compensation injuries to City employees that occurred while the employees were 

employed by the City.  This shall include, but is not limited to, any claims filed after the 

Commencement Date of Services if the injury in question occurred prior to the Commencement 

Date of Services.  This obligation shall continue in perpetuity.  City agrees to maintain any 

required insurance premiums, service fees, third party administrator fees, excess insurance 

coverage (if any) in order to be sure all dates of injury prior to the date the employment with the 

City is terminated is fully funded and not the responsibility of the County.  It is further agreed that 

the City shall defend, reimburse, indemnify, and hold harmless the County for any injuries 

occurring during all employees’ employment with the City. 

 

Section 12.  Records Retention.  The City shall maintain all records pursuant to the City’s 

retention schedule, in accordance with state and federal laws, and any litigation holds in effect as 

of the Effective Date. City staff will maintain and provide the County access to the City’s fire 

prevention records for a minimum of two (2) years or for such other minimum retention period(s) 

as may otherwise be applicable to the public records involved. Such records include but are not 

limited to fire code permits, construction permits, special use permits, code enforcement 

complaints, and inspection records. All costs associated with maintaining the current database shall 

be the responsibility of the City. 

 

Section 13.  Indemnification/Sovereign Immunity.  Except as otherwise specifically provided 

in the Agreement, neither party shall be liable for the negligent or wrongful acts of the other party 

in the performance of this Agreement. Nothing in this Section is intended to serve as a waiver of 

each of the Parties’ respective sovereign immunity. 

 

Section 14.  Default.  

 

A. Notice of Default; Cure Period. In the event a party to this Agreement fails to perform 

pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the party to which an obligation to 

perform is owed shall provide the non-performing party written notice of said non-

performance, upon receipt of which notice the non-performing party will have thirty (30) 

days to cure such default or otherwise comply with any request for performance. If non-

performance continues beyond such thirty (30)-day period, the complaining party may 

pursue any and all available legal remedies.  
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B. Failure to Give Notice of Default. A party’s failure to give, or delay in giving, any notice 

of default shall not by itself constitute a waiver of the non-performing party’s obligations, 

requirements or covenants under this Agreement. Any failure or delay by one party to assert 

any rights and remedies as to the non-performance of the other party shall not operate as a 

waiver of any default by the other party nor any rights and remedies available to that party.  

 

Section 15.  Notices.  Any notice, demand, request, or other instrument which may be or is 

required to be given or delivered under this Agreement shall be deemed to be delivered (i) whether 

or not actually received, five (5) days after deposited in the United States mail, postage prepaid, 

certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or (ii) when received (or when receipt is 

refused) if delivered personally or sent by a nationally-recognized overnight courier, all charges 

prepaid, at the addresses of County and City as set forth in this paragraph.  Such address may be 

changed by written notice to the other party in accordance with this paragraph. 

 

County: City: 
Okeechobee County 

Attn: County Administrator 

304 NW 2nd Street 

Okeechobee, Florida 34972 

City of Okeechobee  

Attn:  City Administrator 

55 SE 3rd Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974 

  

Section 16.  Public Records.   
 

A. Pursuant to section 119.0701, Florida Statutes, the County and the City shall: 

 

i. Retain all records in accordance with Chapter 119. 

 

ii. Keep and maintain public records required in order to perform the Agreement’s 

requirements. 

 

iii. Upon request from the City or County custodian of public records, provide the 

public agency with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be 

inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the cost 

provided in State Statute or as otherwise provided by law.   

 

iv. Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public 

records disclosure requirements and are not disclosed except as authorized by law 

for the duration of the Agreement term and following completion of the Agreement.   

 

v. If the County or City, in their respective sole discretion, requests a copy of all Public 

records in possession of the other party, the County or City shall duplicate and 

provide to the records, at no cost, all Public records in possession within a 

reasonable amount of time and in a format that is accessible. 

 

B. Pursuant to Section 119.0701(2)(a), Fla. Stat., IF THE COUNTY HAS 

QUESTIONS REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, 

FLORIDA STATUTES, TO THE COUNTY’S DUTY TO PROVIDE 
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PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING TO THIS AGREEMENT, CONTACT 

THE CITY’S CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT: LANE 

GAMIOTEA, CMC, CITY CLERK, (863) 763-3372, EXT. 9814, 

LGAMIOTEA@CITYOFOKEECHOBEE.COM, 55 SE 3RD AVE., 

OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974. 
 

C. Pursuant to Section 119.0701(2)(a), Fla. Stat., IF THE CITY HAS QUESTIONS 

REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA 

STATUTES, TO THE CITY’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC 

RECORDS RELATING TO THIS AGREEMENT, CONTACT THE 

COUNTY’S CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT: ROBBIE L. 

CHARTIER, County ADMINISTRATOR, AT 863-763-6441, EXT 1; 

publicrecords@co.okeechobee.fl.us; MAILING ADDRESS: 304 NW 2nd 

Street, ROOM 123, OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972. 
 

Section 17.  Third Parties.  The parties hereto do not intend, nor shall this Agreement be 

construed to grant any rights, privileges, or interest to any third party.  

 

Section 18.  Entire Agreement.  This Agreement, including attachments hereto, if any, 

constitutes the entire agreement between the City and the County.  No change will be valid, unless 

made by supplemental written agreement, executed and approved by the parties. 

 

Section 19.  Headings.  The section headings are inserted herein for convenience and reference 

only, and in no way define, limit or otherwise describe the scope or intent of any provisions hereof. 

 

Section 20.  Severability.  Should any section or any part of any section of this Agreement be 

rendered void, invalid, or unenforceable by any court of law, for any reason, such determination 

shall not render void, invalid, or unenforceable any other section or any part of any section in this 

Agreement. 

 

Section 21.  No Construction against Preparer.  This Agreement has been prepared jointly by 

the County and the City and their respective professional advisors.  The County, City and their 

respective professional advisors believe that this Agreement expresses their agreement and that it 

should not be interpreted in favor of either the County or City or against the County or City merely 

because of their respective efforts in preparing it. 

 

Section 22.  Governing Law.  The validity and interpretation of this Agreement shall be 

governed by the laws of the State of Florida, and venue shall be in the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit 

in Okeechobee County, Florida.  Each party waives any defense of improper or inconvenient venue 

as to the stated court and consents to personal jurisdiction in the stated court.    

 

Section 23.  Amendment.  No amendment, modification or alteration of the terms hereof shall 

be binding unless the same be in writing, dated concurrent or subsequent to the date hereof and 

duly executed by the parties hereto. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed 

by their duly authorized representatives. 

 

 APPROVED this ____ day of ______________ 2020, by the Okeechobee County Board 

of County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

Sharon Robertson, Clerk of the Circuit 

Court and Comptroller 

 

 

Approved as to Form and Legality for 

Okeechobee County: 

 

 

Wade Vose, County Attorney 

 

OKEECHOBEE County, a political 

subdivision of the State of Florida 

 

 

By: __________________________________ 

 Terry W. Burroughs, Chairman 

 Board of County Commissioners 

 

 

 APPROVED this ____ day of ______________ 2020, by the Okeechobee City Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

 

Approved as to Form and Legality for 

Okeechobee County: 

 

 

John J. Fumero, City Attorney 

 

City OF OKEECHOBEE, Florida, a municipal 

corporation of the State of Florida 

 

 

By: __________________________________ 

 Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-14 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA EXTENDING THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY DUE TO CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19) 
THROUGH OCTOBER 1, 2020; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, over the last several months, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has issued 

several Executive Orders declaring a public health emergency in the State of 
Florida and providing directives to address the emergency, which continue to be 
in effect; and  

 
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2020-02 

declaring that a State of Emergency exists in the City of Okeechobee, and 
authorizing the Mayor to extend it; and 

 
WHEREAS, on April 7, 2020, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2020-03 extending 

the Emergency declaration and allowing for waivers of certain timeframes; and 
 
WHEREAS, on May 19, 2020, the City Council extended the Emergency declarations 

under Resolution No. 2020-06; and  
 
WHEREAS, on August 4, 2020, the City Council extended the Emergency declarations 

under Resolution No. 2020-11; and  
 
WHEREAS, on September 3, 2020, the City Council extended the Emergency 

declarations under Resolution No. 2020-12; and  
 
WHEREAS, mitigating the effects of COVID-19 continues to be is a high priority in the 

City of Okeechobee, and the City Council wishes to extend the State of 
Emergency.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee:  
 
Section 1: The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated in this Resolution. 
 
Section 2: The City Council and the Chief of Police of the City of Okeechobee hereby 

re-enacts and extends the State of Emergency that exists in the City of 
Okeechobee under Resolutions No. 2020-02, No. 2020-03, No. 2020-06, 
No. 2020-11, and No. 2020-12; and 

 
Section 3: Consistent with the direction of the Governor of the State of Florida by 

Executive Order No. 20-213 issued on September 4, 2020, extending 
certain timeframes and extending the effectiveness of prior Executive 
Orders, this Resolution will remain in effect until November 3, 2020. 

 
Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
 
APPROVED and ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, Florida, on 

this 21st day of September, 2020.  
 

       
 Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
        
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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