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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
NOVEMBER 5, 2020, TOWN HALL MEETING 

DRAFT SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Watford called the Town Hall meeting of the City Council for the City of 
Okeechobee to order on Thursday, November 5, 2020, at 5:00 P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers, located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida.  

 
II. ATTENDANCE 

Roll was taken by City Clerk Lane Gamiotea. Members present: Mayor Dowling R. 
Watford, Jr., Council Members Wes Abney, Monica Clark, Bob Jarriel, and Bobby Keefe.  
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A. Mayor Watford explained those who would like to address the Council needed to 

complete a comment card or a written comment form. Both were to be turned into 
Deputy Clerk Jenkins. Those attending via Zoom will need to use the appropriate 
icon for Mrs. Brock to identify they wish to make a presentation. 

 
Comment Card No. 1 was submitted by Mrs. Suzanne Bowen who voiced her 
concerns with the overgrown vegetation and lack of maintenance on the drainage 
ditches surrounding her property on the corner of Southwest 7th Avenue and 9th 
Street. She has personally removed some of the overgrown vegetation to help 
alleviate the flooding of her property. Public Works Director Allen will ensure this 
issue is resolved. 
 
Mrs. Jennifer Tewksbury submitted a letter on behalf of the Economic Council of 
Okeechobee. It was read into the record recognizing improvements to the 
community. They asked the City to place importance on community aesthetics, 
establish a Community Redevelopment Agency, raise expectations for road 
improvements, drainage, and other vital infrastructure developments; require 
staff to execute all projects for which the people and the City businesses have 
been taxed; continue supporting full-time code enforcement professionals and 
the Charter Review Committee; and implement a nuisance abatement fund.  
 
Board of County Commissioners David Hazellief and Brad Goodbread were in 
attendance. Commissioner Hazellief responded to the Council’s questions in that 
the County does not host Town Hall meetings but provides for public comments 
at each meeting, and the County’s code compliance abatement program has 
been useful since its adoption.  
 
City Clerk Gamiotea announced copies of citizen board/committees’ applications 
were available for anyone to take as well as the flyer regarding the Flagler Park 
Design Review Advisory Committee and encouraged sharing information for all 
citizen board vacancies.  
 

IV. Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 5:18 P.M.  
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records of the Clerk. 

 



 

DRAFT November 5, 2020, Regular Meeting, Page 1 of 3 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
NOVEMBER 5, 2020, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL  

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Watford called the regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Okeechobee 
to order on Thursday, November 5, 2020, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 
located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida. The invocation 
was offered by Mayor Watford, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance by Council Member 
Keefe. 
 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Roll was taken by City Clerk Lane Gamiotea to establish a quorum. Members present: 
Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Council Members Wes Abney, Monica Clark, Bob Jarriel, 
and Bobby Keefe.  
 

III. AGENDA AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A. Mayor Watford asked whether there were any agenda items to be added, 

deferred, or withdrawn; New Business Items I and J were added. 
 

B. Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Abney to 
approve the agenda as amended. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
C. There was one comment card submitted for public participation for issues not on 

the agenda. Mr. Mike Mammarelli, owner of Joey’s Pizza located at 107 West 
South Park Street, voiced his concerns with the increased homeless population 
loitering in Veteran’s Park and panhandling. Council Member Keefe also relayed 
comments from Mr. David Feltenberger on the same issues, adding that Mr. 
Feltenberger was willing to offer his services to help remedy the situation. Mayor 
Watford instructed Chief Peterson to ensure the Police Officers were informing 
individuals of what they could not do in public areas. 

 
IV. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

A. Ms. India Riedel was presented with an engraved crystal mantel clock and a 
framed longevity service certificate which read “In recognition of your 15-years of 
service, hard work, and dedication to the City, its citizens, and your fellow 
employees from November 7, 2005 through November 7, 2020.” 

 
V. CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion by Council Member Clark, seconded by Council Member Keefe to approve 
consent agenda items A, Minutes for the October 6 and 20, 2020, Regular Meetings; 
and B, ratify Ryan Holroyd’s re-appointment as the Fifth Member to the Police Officers’ 
Pension Fund Board, term being October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2024. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Motion by Council Member Abney, seconded by Council Member Jarriel to read 
proposed Ordinance No. 1220 by title only regarding Abandonment of Right-of-
Way Petition No. 20-002-SC [as provided in Exhibit 1]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
 

Attorney Fumero read the title of proposed Ordinance No. 1220 as follows: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; VACATING AND 
ABANDONING A PORTION OF SOUTHWEST 4TH STREET (f/k/a FIFTH 
AVENUE) AND A PORTION OF SOUTHWEST 5TH STREET (f/k/a FOURTH 
STREET) MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, LYING WITHIN THE 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA (PETITION NO. 20-002-SC); RESERVING UNTO THE CITY, ITS 
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR PUBLIC 
UTILITIES PURPOSES; DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK TO RECORD THE 
ORDINANCE IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE.” 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
ITEM A. CONTINUED: Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council 
Member Keefe to approve the first reading and set December 1, 2020, as a Final 
Public Hearing date for proposed Ordinance No. 1220. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
 

B. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Clark to 
approve a software upgrade to the Police Department Spillman System in the 
amount of $19,925.00 for the purpose of providing Uniform Crime Report Data 
required by the State of Florida [as provided in Exhibit 2]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
 

C. The status of Code Enforcement Case No. 190411010, Kemp Properties of 
Okeechobee located at 909 South Parrott Avenue [approximately 1.035 unplatted 
acres] was provided in a memorandum dated October 28, 2020, from Chief 
Peterson and Assistant City Attorney Kowalsky [a copy is incorporated in the 
official minute file]. The Case was deferred. 
 

D. Motion by Council Member Keefe, seconded by Council Member Clark to accept 
the recommendation by the Code Enforcement Special Magistrate to proceed 
with foreclosure proceedings regarding Code Enforcement Case No. 190412010 
[located at 102 Southwest 14th Street, Legal: Lots 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, and 12 of Block 
22, together with a 15-foot wide Alley running North to South between said Lots, 
SOUTH OKEECHOBEE, Plat Books 1 and 5, Pages 12 and 7, public records of 
Okeechobee County]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

E. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Keefe to 
approve salaries and positions for Code Enforcement as presented by Chief 
Peterson [Full-time Code Enforcement Officer Step 1 annual salary amended to 
$37,440.00. Part-time Administrative Secretary job title changed to full-time 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer with Step 1 annual salary as $33,240.00 
added to the Salary Step Plan; a copy of the cost explanation is incorporated in 
the official minute file]. Motion Carried Four to One. 
 

F. Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by Council Member Keefe to 
approve the Committee ranking for Request for Qualification (RFQ) No. ADM 03-
32-09-20 Professional Landscape Architect Services [as provided in Exhibit 3]. 
Motion and second withdrawn from the floor. 
 
Motion by Council Member Keefe, seconded by Council Member Clark to 
postpone approving RFQ No. ADM 03-32-09-20 Professional Landscape 
Architect Services rankings and to have all five firms make their presentation to 
the Council [the submittals from each firm have been incorporated in the official 
minute file]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

G. Mayor Watford and Council Member Clark conveyed proposed Florida 
Department of Transportation improvements to State Road 70 East from 3rd to 
16th Avenues. 
 

H. By consensus the Council directed Staff to provide all figures related to annual 
and sick leave payouts for Fire Department employees only to review at the next 
meeting. 

  
I. ITEM ADDED TO AGENDA: Motion by Council Member Jarriel, seconded by 

Council Member Keefe to authorize Mayor Watford to execute a letter to South 
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) to hold a workshop and consider 
alternatives to its proposed Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir Water 
Restoration Rules [as presented in Exhibit 4]. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
Motion by Council Member Keefe, seconded by Council Member Abney to 
authorize Mayor Watford to execute a letter to Governor DeSantis supporting Mr. 
Ben Butler being re-appointed to the SFWMD Board [a copy of the letter read by 
Council Member Keefe is incorporated in the official minute file]. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 

J. ITEM ADDED TO AGENDA: The consensus of the Council was to host the 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony as a restricted venue on December 1, 
2020, at 5:00 P.M. with only City employees and their families for in person 
attendance, utilizing the Center for Disease Control guidelines at that time, and 
provide a virtual broadcast on the City’s YouTube Channel and/or Facebook.  

 
VII. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Council Member Jarriel thanked those who attended the Town Hall meeting. Council 
Member Keefe requested as an agenda item for the next meeting, to discuss meeting 
minutes’ preparation styles.  
 

VIII. Mayor Watford adjourned the meeting at 8:39 P.M.  
 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 

Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council 
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
City Clerk media are for the sole purpose of backup for official records of the Clerk. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1220 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; VACATING 
AND ABANDONING A PORTION OF SOUTHWEST 4TH STREET (f/k/a FIFTH 
AVENUE) AND A PORTION OF SOUTHWEST 5TH STREET (f/k/a FOURTH 
STREET) MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN, LYING WITHIN THE 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA (PETITION NO. 20-002-SC); 
RESERVING UNTO THE CITY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS A NON-
EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR PUBLIC UTILITIES PURPOSES; DIRECTING 
THE CITY CLERK TO RECORD THE ORDINANCE IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee General Services Department received Abandonment of 

Right-of-Way Petition No. 20-002-SC submitted by Loumax Development, Inc., for the 
closing of certain Rights-of-Way as described in this Ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee Technical Review Committee reviewed and discussed 

Petition No. 20-002-SC at a duly advertised public meeting held on September 17, 2020, 
and recommended approval with conditions as described in this Ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, Petition No. 20-002-SC was reviewed and discussed by the City of Okeechobee 

Planning Board at a duly advertised Public Hearing held on October 15, 2020, and 
determined such Petition to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, and 
recommended approval with conditions as described in this Ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed Petition No. 20-002-SC and finds it to be consistent with 

the Comprehensive Plan, is not the sole access to any property, is in the best interest 
of the citizens, provides a benefit to the City of Okeechobee, and would not jeopardize 
the location of any utility; and 

 
WHEREAS, the granting of the Petition will serve a legitimate public interest and is a proper 

exercise of the municipal authority of the City of Okeechobee as a discretionary function. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is ordained before the City Council for the City of Okeechobee, Florida; 

presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City 
Council; and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for 
the City: 

 
SECTION 1: The unimproved, dedicated Right-of-Way described hereafter and as shown on 

Exhibit A, is hereby closed, vacated, and abandoned by the City of Okeechobee, 
Florida to-wit: 

 
THAT PORTION OF SOUTHWEST 4TH STREET (f/k/a FIFTH AVENUE), 
FROM SOUTHWEST 7TH AVENUE WESTWARD TO DEAD-END, BEING 
APPROXIMATELY 100-FEET WIDE BY 140-FEET LONG, AND LYING 
NORTH OF LOT 1 OF BLOCK 190, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; together with 
 

THAT PORTION OF SOUTHWEST 5TH STREET (f/k/a FOURTH STREET), 
FROM SOUTHWEST 7TH AVENUE WESTWARD TO DEAD-END, BEING 
APPROXIMATELY 70-FEET WIDE BY 103-FEET LONG, AND LYING NORTH 
OF BLOCK 191, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

 
SECTION 2: The City of Okeechobee, Florida hereby reserves unto itself, its successors and 

assigns, perpetual, non-exclusive Easements as a special condition requested 
by Florida Power and Light, to wit:  
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 Reserving an Easement for the East 10-feet of Southwest 4th Street Right-of-Way 
and Southwest 5th Street Right-of-Way, all located West of 7th Avenue with 
unrestricted 24-hour access. 

 
SECTION 3: The Applicant agrees to CenturyLink’s request to bear the cost of relocation and 

repair of any of their facilities and equipment that are found and/or damaged in 
the vacated areas. 

 
SECTION 4: The City Clerk shall cause the Ordinance to be recorded in the public records of 

Okeechobee County, Florida. 
 

SECTION 5: Conflict. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

 
SECTION 6: Severability. If any provision or portion of this Ordinance is declared by any court 

of competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all 
remaining provisions and portions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and 
effect. 

 
SECTION 7: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be set for Final Public Hearing the 1st day of 

December, 2020, and shall take effect upon the approval of the Easement 
provided in Section 2 herein by the City Council and recorded in the public 
records of the Clerk of Circuit Court, Okeechobee County, Florida. 

 
 
INTRODUCED for First Reading and set for Final Public Hearing on this 5th day of November, 

2020. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED after Second Reading and Final Public Hearing on this 1st day of 

December, 2020. 
 

       
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1220 - EXHIBIT A 
 
The following excerpt is from the City of Okeechobee Subdivision Map to identify the portion of 
Rights-of-Way to be abandoned as requested by Petition No. 20-002-SC.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

SW 5th Street 

SW 4th Street 

Petition  
#20-002-SC 

SW 4th ST from 
SW 7th AVE W. to 

dead-end  
+/- 100’x140’ 

Petition  
#20-002-SC 

SW 5th ST from 
SW 7th AVE W. to 

dead-end  
+/- 70’x103’ 



















































  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Report 

Right-of-Way Abandonment 
 

 

 

 

Prepared for:  The City of Okeechobee 

Applicant:  Loumax Development, Inc 

Petition No.: 20-002-SC 
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1 

Request 

The matter before the TRC is a request to abandon two sections of public right-of-way: 

1. An approximately 15,700 square foot section of ROW described as follows: 

“That portion of Southwest 4th Street (formerly known per plat as Fifth Avenue), 

100 feet in width, lying north of Lot 1, Block 190, City of Okeechobee, according to 

the plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 5 at Page 5 of the Public Records of 

Okeechobee County, Florida.” 

 

2. An approximately 9,725 square foot section of ROW described as follows: 

“That portion of Southwest 5th Street (formerly known per plat as Fourth Street), 

70 feet in width, lying north of, Block 191, City of Okeechobee, according to the 

plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 5 at Page 5 of the Public Records of 

Okeechobee County, Florida.”  

In total, the abandonment request encompasses approximately 25,425 square feet (0.58 
acres) of public ROW. The surrounding property which is owned by the applicant was 
recently approved for a future land use map amendment and a rezoning to industrial. If 
this request is approved, the applicant has stated their intention is to expand their 
industrial manufacturing operation that has been in existence on the property to the north. 

General Information 

Owner  Neal Markus 

Address 
Loumax Development, Inc 
PO Box 5501 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33310 

Phone Number 954-347-1077 

For the legal description of the project or other information regarding this application, please 
refer to the application submittal package which is available by request at City Hall and is 
posted on the City’s website prior to the advertised public meeting at  
https://www.cityofokeechobee.com/agendas.html. 

 

Characteristics of the Subject Property 

 Existing Proposed 

Future Land Use  Industrial Industrial 

Zoning District Industrial Industrial 

Use of Property Industrial Industrial 

Acreage 2.87 acres 3.45 

 

https://www.cityofokeechobee.com/agendas.html
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2 

Description of the Subject Site and Surrounding Area  

AERIAL 

The subject of the abandonment/vacation, the unimproved rights-of-way of SW 4th Street 
and SW 5th Street, are outlined in Red, and the existing land uses in the vicinity are shown 
below on the aerial photograph from the Property Appraiser’s office. The Applicant owns 
all four of the surrounding parcels.   
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3 

FUTURE LAND USE 

The subject of the abandonment/vacation, the unimproved right-of-way of SW 4th Street 
and SW 5th Street, are identified below and the Future Land Use Map designations are 
shown on this excerpt from the City’s Future Land Use Map. All surrounding properties 
on the west side of SW 7th Ave are designated Industrial and if this vacation is to be 
approved, it seems appropriate to place an Industrial designation on the vacated 
property.  
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4 

ZONING 
The subject of the abandonment/vacation, the unimproved right-of-way of SW 4th Street 
and SW 5th Street, are identified below and the zoning designations are shown on this 
excerpt from the City’s Zoning Map. All surrounding properties on the west side of SW 
7th Ave are designated Industrial and if this vacation is to be approved, it seems 
appropriate to place an Industrial designation on the vacated property. 
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Consistency with Sec. 78-33, Vacation of Rights-of-Way 

Sec. 78.33 states that applications to vacate an alley or public right-of-way may be 
approved upon a finding by the City Council that the following requirements have been 
met.  The Applicant’s responses are provided in Times Roman typeface and are repeated 
below exactly as provided by the Applicant. Staff has made no attempt to correct typos, 
grammar, or clarify the Applicant’s comments. Staff Comments are in Arial typeface. 

1. Proposed vacation is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 

Applicant Comment: “The requested abandonment of the road ROW is consistent with the 

Comprehensive Plan as it is currently not used for access or utilities, there is no mention of alleys 

in the City’s Comprehensive plan, the LDR’s mention alleys in Section 86-142, which states alley 

may be allowed in residential districts, also in Section 70-335, which states notice of abandonment 

required, otherwise they are other referenced, but not concerning vacancies.” 

Staff Comment: There is nothing in the City’s Comprehensive Plan concerning 
abandonments or vacations of rights-of-way. 

2. Right-of-way to be vacated is not the sole access to any property, and the remaining access 

is not an easement 

Applicant Comment: “Neither ROW is sole access to any property and a remaining land will not 

require an easement.” 

Staff Comment: The applicant owns all of the surrounding property on the west side of SW 
7th Avenue. No other properties require these ROWs for access. 

3. Proposed vacation is in the public interest and provides a benefit to the City. 

Applicant Comment: “The proposed vacation of the ROW is within a block that was previously 

rezoned to Industrial and will allow the existing business to expand to the south so this vacation 

will allow the existing road ROW square footage to add the required space south of the existing 

facility for the proposed expansion and return the property to the tax rolls.” 

Staff Comment: Since the City recently approved the future land use map amendment and 
rezoning to industrial designations, it seems appropriate to allow the subject rights-of-way to 
be vacated. Turning over maintenance responsibility to the applicant and adding this property 
to the City tax rolls will be a benefit to the City. If the property is developed according to the 
Applicant’s stated plans, additional taxes will be collected by the City and a several jobs will 
be created by the applicant’s proposed expansion of the existing manufacturing facility. 

4. Proposed vacation would not jeopardize the location of any utility. 

Applicant Comment: “There are currently no utilities in the requested abandonment.” 

Staff Comment: The Applicant has provided signed authorizations from all necessary utility 
entities including: 

• Florida Power & Light 

• Century Link (with the condition that the Applicant will bear the cost of relocation and 
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repair of any facilities that are found and/or damaged in the vacated areas) 

• Comcast 

• Okeechobee Utility Authority 

• Florida Public Utilities 

 

Recommendation 

 
Based on the foregoing information and analysis, we believe, from a planning perspec-
tive, that the requested rights-of-way vacation/abandonment can be considered 
consistent with the requirements of Sec. 78-33. 
  
Submitted by: 
 

 
 
Benjamin L. Smith, AICP 
Sr. Planner 

LaRue Planning 

September 8, 2020 

 
 
TRC Meeting:  September 17, 2020 
PB/BOA Meeting:  October 15, 2020 
City Council 1st Reading:  (tentative) November 17, 2020 
City Council 2nd Reading and Public Hearing:  (tentative) December 1, 2020 
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  CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 

   TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES 
                                SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
Chairperson Montes De Oca called the regular meeting of the Technical Review 
Committee for the City of Okeechobee to order on Thursday, September 17, 2020, at 
10:00 A.M. in the City Council Chambers, located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Room 
200, Okeechobee, Florida. Pursuant to Executive Order No. 20-69 issued by Governor 
DeSantis on March 20, 2020, and further extended by Executive Order No. 20-193, 
effective August 7, 2020, the meeting was conducted utilizing communications media 
technology as provided by Florida Statutes 120.54(5)(b)2, by means of Zoom.com 
Meeting ID 2459713294. The Host computer was operated by Executive Assistant 
Brock. The video, audio, and digital comments are recorded and retained as a 
permanent record. 

 
A. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairperson Montes De Oca. 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Technical Review Committee Secretary Patty Burnette called the roll. City Administrator 
Marcos Montes De Oca, Public Works Director David Allen, Building Official Jeffery 
Newell, and Fire Chief Herb Smith were present. Police Chief Bob Peterson was absent, 
and Major Donald Hagan was present in his place.  

CITY STAFF 
City Planning Consultant Ben Smith, General Services Secretary Yesica Montoya, 
Executive Assistant Robin Brock and Okeechobee County Environmental Health 
Director Victor Faconti were present in the Chambers. The School Board Representative 
and Okeechobee Utility Authority (OUA) Executive Director John Hayford were absent 
with consent. 

 
III. AGENDA  

A. Chairperson Montes De Oca asked whether there were any agenda items to be 
added, deferred or withdrawn. There were none.  

B. A motion was made by Building Official Newell to approve the agenda as 
published; seconded by Public Works Director Allen. 

 
Chairperson Montes De Oca, Public Works Director Allen, Building Official Newell, 
Major Hagan, and Fire Chief Smith voted: Aye. Nays: none. Motion Carried. 
 

IV. MINUTES  

A. A motion was made by Building Official Newell to dispense with the reading and 
approve the June 18, 2020 regular meeting minutes; seconded by Major Hagan. 

 
Chairperson Montes De Oca, Public Works Director Allen, Building Official Newell, 
Major Hagan, and Fire Chief Smith voted: Aye. Nays: none. Motion Carried. 
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V. NEW BUSINESS  

A. City Planning Consultant Ben Smith of LaRue Planning and Management 
Services briefly reviewed the Planning Staff Report for Abandonment of Right-of-
Way Petition No. 20-002-SC, which requests to vacate the portion of Southwest 
4th Street (formerly known per plat as Fifth Avenue), 100 feet in width, lying North 
of Lot 1, of Block 190, and the portion of Southwest 5th Street (formerly known 
per plat as Fourth Street), 70 feet in width, lying North of, Block 191, both being 
CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, Plat Book 5, Page 5, Public Records of Okeechobee 
County. The surrounding property which is owned by the Applicant was recently 
approved for a Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Amendment and a Rezoning to 
Industrial. If this request is approved, the Applicant has stated their intention is to 
expand their industrial manufacturing operation that has been in existence on the 
property to the North. With the recent FLUM and Zoning approvals and given that 
all surrounding properties on the West side of Southwest 7th Avenue are 
designated Industrial, it seems appropriate to place an Industrial designation on 
the vacated property. Planning Staff’s responses to the required findings are: the 
alleyways are not the sole means of access to any property; the Applicant owns 
all the surrounding property on the West side of Southwest 7th Avenue; the 
proposed rights-of-way areas to be vacated have not been improved to facilitate 
vehicular travel; turning over maintenance responsibilities to the Applicant and 
adding property to the City’s tax rolls will be a benefit to the City; and finally, the 
Applicant has received authorization from all necessary utility entities. Florida 
Power & Light (FPL) is requiring a 10-foot easement be provided on the East end 
of Southwest 4th and 5th Street rights-of-way West of 7th Avenue. Century Link 
has requested a condition that the Applicant will bear the cost of relocation and 
repair any facilities that are found and/or damaged in the vacated areas. Planning 
Staff is recommending approval based on these findings. 

 

1. Building Official Newell confirmed with the Applicant’s representative, Mr. 
Steve Dobbs, that his client agreed with all the Utility Companies 
comments. Mr. Dobbs confirmed this. 

 
Fire Chief Smith: No issues were received. 

 
Major Hagan: No issues were received. 
 

Public Works Director Allen: No issues were received. 
 

County Environmental Health Dept: No issues were received. 
 
OUA: Director Hayford was not in attendance although forwarded an email 
to the Committee Secretary stating he had no issues with this application. 
 

2. Mr. Steven Dobbs, Engineering Project Manager, representing the 
Property Owner, Loumax Development Inc, was present and available for 
questions. There were none. 
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3. Chairperson Montes De Oca asked whether there were any comments or 
questions from those in attendance from the Public. There were none. 

 
4. Chairperson Montes De Oca disclosed he had spoken with Mr. Dobbs 

regarding the application. There were no other disclosures. 

 
5. A motion was offered by Building Official Newell to recommend approval 

to the Planning Board for Abandonment of Right-of-Way Petition No. 20-
002-SC, which requests to vacate the portion of Southwest 4th Street 
(formerly known per plat as Fifth Avenue) and the portion of Southwest 5th 
Street (formerly known as Fourth Street) with the following conditions: FPL 
is requiring a 10-foot easement be provided on the East end of Southwest 
4th Street and 5th Street rights-of-way West of 7th Avenue; and Century Link 
has requested a condition that the Applicant will bear the cost of relocation 
and repair any facilities that are found and/or damaged in the vacated 
areas; seconded by Public Works Director Allen. 

 
a) The Committee offered no further discussion. 

 
b) Chairperson Montes De Oca, Public Works Director Allen, 

Building Official Newell, Major Hagan, and Fire Chief Smith 
voted: Aye. Nays: none. Motion Carried. 

 
B. City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Planning Staff Report for Site 

Plan Review Application No. 20-005-TRC, which pertains to the construction of a 
proposed Church sanctuary and fellowship hall, on 10.24 vacant acres with 
parking and drainage facilities located at 807 Southwest 2nd Street. The 
Applicant proposes to build in phases. The church sanctuary and fellowship hall 
are proposed in the first phase and the site plan depicts for future development a 
gym, a conference hall and the reservation of 0.5 acres in the Southeast corner 
of the parcel for a parsonage. The sanctuary, fellowship hall, gym, and 
conference hall are all proposed with building footprints of 70-feet by 150-feet 
and to be 10,500 square feet each. A 20-foot by 25-foot porte-cochere is also 
proposed for the main sanctuary building. The proposed vacant site is located 
between Southwest 8th Avenue to the North and Southwest 6th Street to the 
South. Vacant land, which is the site of an approved, yet unbuilt, 190 dwelling 
unit apartment complex, lies to the West. To the East lie commercial uses as well 
as an active industrial manufacturing facility (Ecotec Manufacturing Inc.) that is 
currently proposed for expansion. 

 
The Applicant is proposing the use of a well for potable water and a septic system 
for sewage disposal. Regarding solid waste disposal, service will be provided by 
Waste Management, which has stated service is available and adequate capacity 
exists in the County’s solid waste facility to serve the proposed development. A 
drainage report has been submitted, and a dry retention area is depicted on the 
site plan. Regarding traffic generation, the Institute of Traffic Engineers (ITE) trip 
generation rate for churches is 9.11 weekday trips per 1,000 square feet. At 
21,000 square feet, the ITE trip generation rates provide an estimate of 191 daily 
weekday trips for phase one of the project. Phase two of the project would add 
another 21,000 square feet, as well as a single-family residence. Upon 
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completion of all proposed structures, it is estimated that 393 daily weekday trips 
will be generated by this project.  
 
Combined with the additional vehicle trips that will be generated by the approved 
yet unbuilt apartment complex on the adjacent property to the West, the level of 
traffic in this neighborhood has the potential to increase substantially. A more in-
depth traffic study may need to be conducted at such time as the phase 2 Two 
structures are proposed for construction, especially depending on the use of 
those structures, as gyms, daycares and study areas are often used throughout 
the week, not just on Sundays. If at that time it is determined that there will be 
capacity issues, it may be appropriate to require that the access from Southwest 
6th Street be converted from an emergency entrance with stabilized grass to a 
paved secondary entrance. The main ingress/egress for this facility will be from 
Southwest 8th Avenue. An additional emergency entrance is also proposed from 
Southwest 6th Street.  

 
The entrance on Southwest 8th Avenue is 24 feet wide, as well as all of the drive 
aisles with adjacent parking spaces. However, the drive aisle beneath the porte-
cochere is only 17-feet wide and one of the drive aisles at the end of a parking 
row is only 20-feet wide. The dumpster pad is located at the end of a parking row 
and should be accessible for any truck. The loading zone is located adjacent to 
the sanctuary building and large trucks will likely need to pass beneath the porte-
cochere to access it. Section 90-512(4) requires that places of worship be 
provided with one parking space per three persons in main auditorium. The plans 
state that the maximum seating of the auditorium is 450 persons, which requires 
150 parking spaces. Section 90-484 of the City’s Land Development Regulations 
(LDR’s) Code allows for applicants to request approval for a reduction in the 
number of required paved parking spaces. The application submittal package did 
not mention any such request, though the applicant’s engineer has indicated in 
emails that this request will be made. This section further allows for the City 
Council to approve such a request upon submittal of a parking study which 
demonstrates that the proposed use normally would have a demand for the total 
required parking spaces only on one or two days a week; and allows for up to 75 
percent of the parking spaces to be reduced. Plans depict a new sidewalk along 
Southwest 2nd Street and a photometric lighting plan is provided which 
demonstrates adequate illumination of the parking area. 

 
The dimensional standards review appears to meet the requirements except for 
paved parking spaces; unclear as to whether the walkway adjacent to the 
fellowship hall extends to the entrance; no landscaping is shown in the two-foot 
wide space reserved around the perimeter of the sanctuary building and along 
the fellowship hall; 39 shrubs are required in the buffer areas on the East property 
line and only 22 shrubs are shown; and many of the proposed trees in the parking 
area are palms which do not provide as much shade as other types for the 
pedestrian walks and parking spaces. 
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Planning Staff is recommending approval based on the above analysis with the 
following conditions to be met prior to issuance of building permits: City Council 
approval of a 75 percent reduction in the number of paved parking spaces; should 
the Fire Chief agree, the stabilized grass driveway that is proposed from 
Southwest 6th Street is acceptable as long as a security gate is maintained, and 
use is restricted to emergency situations only; plans should clearly demonstrate 
that a paved walkway extends to the entrance of the fellowship hall and the  
Applicant should also consider rerouting that walkway away from the dumpster 
pad; two-foot wide landscaped buffers should be provided between buildings and 
vehicular areas; 17 additional shrubs should be provided along the East property 
line; and the Applicant should consider substituting shade trees for palms in the 
parking areas and around the walking paths. 

 
1. Building Official Newell suggested maybe having the Applicant come back 

to another meeting since there are many needed revisions. He reviewed 
the Planner’s conditions on page 10 of the Staff Report with Mr. Dobbs to 
make sure they were in agreement with them. 

 
Fire Chief Smith commented the plans indicate the building is not 
sprinkled. Per the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), the 
building shall be required to install an automatic fire sprinkler system 
based on the occupancy load. Underground piping supplying the fire 
sprinkler system and all associated components is required. In addition, 
there is nothing indicated on the proposed plans regarding the size of 
water mains supplying water to the complex or the fire sprinkler system. 
The fire flow will need to be determined after the water mains are identified 
and their sizes. The project requires at least one fire hydrant now that will 
need to be connected with OUA service as a well will not be sufficient. 
Additional hydrants may be required when the future development stage 
takes place. Chief Smith inquired as to the rated weight of the access road 
as he was concerned with the fire trucks sinking when the grassy material 
was wet. He inquired as to whether the entrance on Southwest 8th Street 
would be gated and whether the Fire Department would have access. Last 
item Chief Smith inquired about was in reference to some type of paved 
Y-shaped turnaround that could be installed again for stability for the fire 
trucks. 

 
   Major Hagan: No issues were received. 
 
 Public Works Director Allen pointed out Section 90-511(e)(1) of the City’s 

Land Development Regulations states except for single-family dwellings 
and places of public assembly or worship, each parking and loading space 
shall be paved. Planner Smith confirmed this to be accurate therefore, no 
request for a reduction in paved parking spaces is required. 
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 Chairperson Montes De Oca voiced a concern regarding the stabilized 
access and parking area. Need more detail on the drainage so that areas 
are not muddy and there is no sinking when people park. Suggested 
installing a six-inch layer of shell rock underneath the geogrid, which is a 
geosynthetic made from polymeric materials and used for reinforcement 
applications in various types of construction projects. He thanked the 
Applicant for proposing a sidewalk along the frontage on Southwest 2nd 
Avenue. Lastly, he commented given the parsonage is part of the parcel, 
access should be internal to the property and there should be no access 
from Southwest 7th Avenue to the site. All access needs to come through 
the facility. 

 
   County Environmental Health Dept Faconti: No issues where received.  
 

In the absence of OUA Director Hayford, Chairperson Montes De Oca 
read into the record an email he sent stating the following: since both TRC 
agenda items for the September 17, 2020 meeting do not require OUA 
water or sewer, the OUA will not be participating.  I will point out the 
second agenda item does at one point state that OUA water will be 
required, but, the plans do not show water mains or well location and the 
City Staff Report states the Applicant will be utilizing a well and septic tank 
for water and sewer needs. Please confirm as to how potable water and 
wastewater will be provided.  

 

2. Mr. Steven Dobbs, Engineering Project Manager, on behalf of the Property 
Owner, Haven of Rest Inc., as well as Mr. Tom Velie, were present for 
questions. Mr. Dobbs responded to a question from Fire Chief Smith 
regarding the rated weight of the access road. The road will be highway 
rated for access and then the grass will grow over it. Regarding water and 
wastewater, they will provide plans and coordinate with OUA. In the spirit 
of trying to keep construction costs low, Mr. Velie stated they will drop the 
seating capacity to try and stay under the NFPA requirement for a fire 
sprinkler system. Discussion ensued regarding fire walls and establishing 
fire zones that would be reviewed by both the Building Official and Fire 
Chief for approval according to all building and fire codes. There is a 
lockbox installed at the Southwest 6th Street gate for fire department 
access. Mr. Dobbs commented there would be a stabilized area for the fire 
trucks to turn around in. Finally, he inquired about a groundbreaking for 
the Church. This is fine to have although both the Fire Chief and the 
Building Official stated they can not approve any reviews of the buildings 
until the infrastructure was in place for the water supply. The hydrant 
needs to be installed and working before construction starts. 

 
3. Chairperson Montes De Oca asked whether there any comments or 

questions from those in attendance from the Public. There were none. 

 
4. Chairperson Montes de Oca asked for Disclose of Ex parte 

Communications by the Committee. There were none.  
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5. A motion was offered by Building Official Newell to approve Site Plan 
Review Application No. 20-005-TRC, which pertains to the construction of 
a proposed Church sanctuary and fellowship hall, on 10.24 vacant acres 
with parking and drainage facilities located at 807 Southwest 2nd Street 
with the following contingencies: should the Fire Chief agree, the stabilized 
grass driveway that is proposed from Southwest 6th Street is acceptable 
as long as a security gate is maintained, and use is restricted to 
emergency situations only; plans should clearly demonstrate that a paved 
walkway extends to the entrance of the fellowship hall and the Applicant 
should also consider rerouting that walkway away from the dumpster pad; 
two-foot wide landscaped buffers should be provided between buildings 
and vehicular areas; 17 additional shrubs should be provided along the 
East property line; the Applicant should consider substituting shade trees 
for palms in the parking areas and around the walking paths; add fire 
zones to the buildings; phase two will require a paved secondary entrance; 
add stabilized lime rock to grass emergency access; add fire hydrant for 
fire protection from OUA connection; and no access off of Southwest 7th 
Street for the parsonage; seconded by Fire Chief Smith. 

 
a) The Committee offered no further discussion.  

 
b) Chairperson Montes De Oca, Public Works Director Allen, 

Building Official Newell, Major Hagan, and Fire Chief Smith 
voted: Aye. Nays: none. Motion Carried. 

 
VI. There being no further items on the agenda, Chairperson Montes De Oca adjourned the 

meeting at 10:52 A.M. 
 
Please take note and be advised that any person desiring to appeal any decision made by the Technical Review 
Committee with respect to any matter considered at this proceeding, such interested person will need a record of the 
proceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. General Service’s media are for the sole 
purpose of backup for official records of the Department. 

 
        ATTEST: 
Marcos Montes De Oca, Chairperson   Patty M. Burnette, Secretary 
 
________________________________________   __________________________________ 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 
PLANNING BOARD & WORKSHOP MEETING 

OCTOBER 15, 2020 
DRAFT SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTION 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Chairperson McCoy called the regular Planning Board and Workshop meeting for the City 
of Okeechobee to order on Thursday, October 15, 2020, at 7:47 P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers, located at 55 Southeast Third Avenue, Room 200, Okeechobee, Florida. Pursuant 
to Executive Order No. 20-69 issued by Governor DeSantis on March 20, 2020, and extended 
by Executive Order No. 20-246 effective September 30, 2020, the meeting was conducted 
utilizing communications media technology as provided by Florida Statutes 120.54(5)(b)2, by 
means of Zoom.com Meeting ID 2459713294. The Host computer was operated by Executive 
Assistant Brock. The video, audio, and other digital comments are recorded and retained as a 
permanent record. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE 
Planning Board Secretary Patty Burnette called the roll. Vice Chairperson Doug McCoy, Board 
Members Phil Baughman, Karyne Brass, and Rick Chartier were present. Alternate Board 
Members Joe Papasso and Jim Shaw were present. Chairperson Dawn Hoover, Board 
Members Felix Granados and Mac Jonassaint were absent with consent. 

 
CITY STAFF: City Planning Consultant Ben Smith, City Administrator Marcos Montes De Oca, 
Deputy City Clerk Bobbie Jenkins, and Executive Assistant Robin Brock were present. City 
Attorney John Fumero and General Services Secretary Yesica Montoya were absent with 
consent. 

 
Vice Chairperson McCoy moved Alternate Board Members Papasso and Shaw to voting 
positions. 
 

III. AGENDA 

 Vice Chairperson McCoy asked whether there were any agenda items to be added, 

deferred, or withdrawn. There were none. 

 A motion was made by Board Member Brass to adopt the agenda as presented; 

seconded by Board Member Papasso. 
 

Vice Chairperson McCoy, Board Members Baughman, Brass, Chartier, Papasso, and 
Shaw voted: Aye. Nays: None. Absent: Chairperson Hoover, Board Members Granados 
and Jonassaint. Motion Carried. 
 

IV. MINUTES 
  A motion was made by Board Member Baughman to dispense with the reading and 

approve the September 17, 2020 Regular Meeting and Workshop minutes; seconded by 
Board Member Chartier. 

 
Vice Chairperson McCoy, Board Members Baughman, Brass, Chartier, Papasso, and 
Shaw voted: Aye. Nays: None. Absent: Chairperson Hoover, Board Members Granados 
and Jonassaint. Motion Carried. 
 

V. VICE CHAIRPERSON MCCOY OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:50 P.M. 
A. City Planning Consultant Ben Smith of LaRue Planning and Management Services briefly 

reviewed the Planning Staff Report for Abandonment of Right-of-Way Petition No. 20-

002-SC which requests to vacate an unimproved portion of Southwest 4th Street, 

(approximately 100-feet by 140-feet±), and a portion of Southwest 5th Street, 

(approximately 70-feet by 103-feet±) from Southwest 7th Avenue westward to dead-end. 

The surrounding property which is owned by the Applicant was recently approved for a 

Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Amendment (Application No. 20-002-SSA) and a Rezoning 

(Petition No. 20-001-R) to Industrial. If this request is approved, the Applicant has stated 

their intention is to expand their industrial manufacturing operation that has been in 

existence on the property to the North. 
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V. PUBLIC HEARING ITEM CONTINUED 

A. With the recent FLUM and Zoning approvals and given all surrounding properties on the 
West side of Southwest 7th Avenue are designated Industrial, it seems appropriate to 
place an Industrial designation on the vacated property. Planning Staff’s responses to the 
required findings are: the alleyways are not the sole means of access to any property; the 
Applicant owns all the surrounding property on the West side of Southwest 7th Avenue; 
the proposed rights-of-way areas to be vacated have not been improved to facilitate 
vehicular travel; turning over maintenance responsibilities to the Applicant and adding 
property to the City’s tax rolls will be a benefit to the City; and finally, the Applicant has 
received authorization from all necessary utility entities. Florida Power & Light (FPL) is 
requiring a 10-foot easement be provided on the East end of Southwest 4th and 5th Street 
rights-of-way West of 7th Avenue. Century Link has requested a condition that the 
Applicant will bear the cost of relocation and repair of any facilities that are found and/or 
damaged in the vacated areas. Planning Staff is recommending approval based on these 
findings. 

 
1. Mr. Steven Dobbs, with SLD Engineering LLC, who represents the Property 

Owner, Loumax Development Inc, was present for questions. There were none. 
 

2. Vice Chairperson McCoy opened the floor for public comment and there was 
none. 
 

3. No Ex-Parte disclosures were offered from Board Members. 
 

4. A motion was offered by Board Member Baughman to recommend approval to the 
City Council for Abandonment of Right-of-Way Petition No. 20-002-SC which 
requests to vacate an unimproved portion of Southwest 4th Street, (approximately 
100-feet by 140-feet±), and a portion of Southwest 5th Street, (approximately 70-
feet by 103-feet±) from Southwest 7th Avenue westward to dead-end with the 
following conditions: FPL is requiring a 10-foot easement be provided on the East 
end of Southwest 4th and 5th Street rights-of-way West of 7th Avenue; and Century 
Link has requested a condition that the Applicant will bear the cost of relocation 
and repair any facilities that are found and/or damaged in the vacated areas; 
seconded by Board Member Papasso. 

 
a) The Board offered no further discussion. 
b) Vice Chairperson McCoy, Board Members Baughman, Papasso, and 

Shaw voted: Aye. Nays: Board Members Brass and Chartier. Absent: 
Chairperson Hoover, Board Members Granados and Jonassaint. 
Motion Carried. The recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council 
for consideration at Public Hearings, tentatively scheduled for November 5, 
2020, and December 1, 2020, 6:00 P.M. 

 

VICE CHAIRPERSON MCCOY CLOSED THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:55 P. M.  
 

VI. VICE CHAIRPERSON MCCOY RECESSED THE REGULAR MEETING AND CONVENED 
THE WORKSHOP AT 7:55 P.M. 
 

 City Planning Consultant Smith briefly reviewed the Staff Report for the Workshop 
regarding Rezoning of Holding Properties. As initiated by the Planning Board at the 
August 20, 2020 workshop and as discussed at the September 17, 2020 workshop, the 
purpose of this report is to further discuss the potential formulation of a program to 
incentivize owners of properties zoned Holding to request a rezoning to another zoning 
district. At one time, the City’s Land Development Regulations (LDR’s) contained 
regulations for the development of properties zoned Holding. However, several years ago, 
the Holding district regulations were removed from the LDR’s. Currently, if any property 
owner of land zoned Holding is seeking to develop that property, a rezoning must be 
performed first. As members of the City Council and Planning Board have pointed out, 
the rezoning process can be an uncertain and cost prohibitive process for some property 
owners and prospective property buyers. 
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VI. WORKSHOP ITEM CONTINUED 

 If the goal of the City is to encourage owners of Holding properties to rezone, then the 
City may consider instituting a temporary program that provides some incentivization to 
rezone by reducing the requirements, lowering the application fee, and providing more 
certainty to the outcome of the rezoning process. As directed by the Board at the 
September 17, 2020 workshop, we checked on the possibility of reducing advertisement 
costs by bundling multiple rezoning requests into one advertisement. The Deputy Clerk 
informed that this was, unfortunately, not possible. However, please see attached items 
presented for discussion including; draft letter that could be sent to Holding property 
owners, draft application specifically for this program, standard City of Okeechobee 
Rezoning Application, and Holding property parcel analysis and recommendations. 
Planner Smith explained he prepared a first draft letter to send out to property owners 
explaining the program and why it is a benefit to them. An application fee has not been 
agreed upon. He worked on a simple application for submittal, and a simple checklist of 
submittal items. One would need to show their Warranty Deed, either the property owner 
and or applicant must show authorization, provide survey if available, provide the legal 
description, and a surrounding property owners list would be required. Supplemental 
supporting information could be optional. Planner Smith commented at some point, we 
need to go over these 55 properties and discuss the recommendations made, some of 
them are going to be cut and dry, some you will say hold on, as existing Future Land Uses 
are different. Approving whether they should be Single Family or Multi-Family as an 
example. 
 

After discussion, the consensus of the Board was to have the City Planner bring it back 
for further discussion. They were happy with the notification letter and checklist and asked 
for a proposed fee. 

 
VICE CHAIRPERSON MCCOY ADJOURNED THE WORKSHOP AND RECONVENED THE 
REGULAR MEETING AT 8:03 P.M. 

 
VII. There being no further items on the agenda, Vice Chairperson McCoy adjourned the meeting 

at 8:03 P.M. 
       
      Doug McCoy, Vice Chairperson 

ATTEST: 
 

      
Patty M. Burnette, Secretary 
 
Please take notice and be advised that when a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Planning Board/Board of Adjustment 
and Appeals with respect to any matter considered at this proceeding, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding 
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. General Services’ media are for the 
sole purpose of backup for official records. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-20 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; ACCEPTING THE OFFICIAL 
RESULTS FOR THE 2020 GENERAL CITY ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR TERMS OF OFFICE 
TO BE HELD BY RUSS CALE AND MONICA McCARTHY CLARK, AS ELECTED CITY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS; PROVIDING FOR THE CITY CLERK TO ISSUE CERTIFICATES OF 
ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, on July 7, 2020, by virtue of the provisions of the Charter of the City of Okeechobee and Florida State 

Law, Mayor Watford proclaimed and declared that a General City Election will be held on November 3, 
2020, by the qualified voters for two City Council Members; and 

 
WHEREAS, as provided in Section 26-4 of the Code of Ordinances, the City’s qualifying period was held from 

Noon, August 17 through Noon, August 21, 2020, in the Office of the City Clerk for all persons who 
desired to become a qualified City Candidate; and 

 
WHEREAS, such individual(s) who qualified as candidates for the Office of City Council were incumbent Monica 

McCarthy Clark and Russ Cale; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to only two individuals qualifying to run for the two offices, they are deemed elected as 

unopposed for the Office of City Council, resulting in no City Council on the 2020 General Election Ballot. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved before the City Council for the City of Okeechobee, Florida; presented at a 

duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority vote of the City Council; and properly executed by 
the Mayor or designee, as Chief Presiding Officer for the City: 

 
Section 1. That, incumbent Monica McCarthy Clark and Russ Cale, were elected by default as unopposed, 
and are hereby declared elected as City Council Members, and shall hold office for four (4) years beginning the 
first Monday in January following the November 3, 2020, General Election and until their successors are elected 
and qualified as provided in Section 26-5, Code of Ordinances. Terms being January 4, 2021, through January 6, 
2025. 
 
Section 2. The City Clerk is hereby instructed to coordinate an Investiture Ceremony for the official issuance 
and delivery of the Certificates of Election to each candidate elected as provided in Section 26-10, Code of 
Ordinances. 
 
Section 3. All Resolution or parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 4. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Resolution, or application 
hereof, is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion or 
provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions or applications here. 
 
Section 5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  
 
 
INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED in Regular Session this 1st day of December 2020. 

 
 

        
 Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
       
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
       
John J. Fumero, City Attorney 
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Subscription Agreement 2020 

This Subscription Agreement (the "Agreement") together with any appendices 

referenced herein and attached hereto, is dated the 1st day of December, 

2020;  

BETWEEN: 

eSCRIBE Software Ltd. (“eSCRIBE”) 
 

- and -  
 

 City of Okeechobee (“Customer”) 

 

WHEREAS, eSCRIBE (and/or its affiliates) has developed certain proprietary 

software applications and platforms for the purpose of meeting and agenda 

automation which it makes available as services via the internet (the "Services"). 

NOW THEREFORE, the Customer desires to use the Services in accordance with the 

terms and conditions of this Agreement.  

 

Definitions 

“Customer Data” shall mean electronic data and information uploaded or 

inputted to the Services or created, generated or produced by the 

Customer during Use of the Services. 

“Data Storage: refers to the online electronic secure storage of Customer 

Data during the Use of the Services. 

“Documentation” includes any and all printed or electronic guides and 

manuals, including sales, marketing and training materials provided by 

eSCRIBE for the proper Use of the Services. 

“Implementation Services” refers to the configuration and training 

services, and other services set out in Appendix C.  

“Personal Information” means information which relates to an identified or 

identifiable individual, and includes any information defined from time to 

time as “personal information” under applicable State or Federal privacy 

legislation. 

“Location” refers to the location of the Customer entities authorized to Use 

the Services as set out in Appendix D. 

“Support Services” shall mean the technical support and product updates 

for the Services as made available under eSCRIBE's Support Services set 

out in Appendix B. 

“Taxes” refers to all present or future sales tax, consumption tax and similar 

taxes. 
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Subscription Agreement 2020 

“Use” shall mean the ability for the Customer to login with username and 

password and access the Services via the internet. 

1. Services 

 

a. eSCRIBE shall provide the Implementation Services, the Services and 

the Documentation to the Customer subject to the terms of this 

Agreement. 

b. eSCRIBE shall provide the Implementation Services in a professional, 

timely, and competent manner and in accordance with industry 

standards.  eSCRIBE shall make every effort and take all appropriate 

steps to carry out the Implementation Services to the reasonable 

satisfaction of the Customer, in such a manner as is in the best interests 

of the Customer, and in compliance with all federal and state laws, 

local by-laws, and policies and procedures of the Customer. 

c. eSCRIBE shall make the Services available twenty-four (24) hours a 

day, seven (7) days a week, and will credit the Customer 10% of the 

equivalent monthly Subscription Fees listed in Appendix A for each 

three (3) hour period for which the Services are unavailable for Use by 

the Customer in a monthly period. "Uptime" and "Downtime" is 

recorded and calculated on a monthly basis and will be applied as a 

credit towards the annual Subscription Fees listed in Appendix A, for 

the next year. Downtime does not include scheduled outages for 

software updates, server or network maintenance (which will 

generally be scheduled for weekends or after midnight eastern time), 

notification of which will be provided to the Customer’s designated 

Support Contacts five (5) days in advance. Unsuitable Customer 

operating environment, including, but not limited to, inadequate end 

user computer configuration, installed third party software, internet 

connection issues or general internet congestion issues are excluded 

from any downtime calculations. Account credits of eSCRIBE for any 

twelve (12) month period is hereby limited to a maximum of twenty 

percent (20%) of the annual Subscription Fees listed in Appendix A 

paid by the Customer during the prior twelve (12) month period up to 

the outage. Downtime is measured from the time that a trouble ticket 

is registered with Support Services by the Customer for the Services 

being unavailable for Use or the time that eSCRIBE becomes aware 

that the Services are unavailable for Use (whichever is earlier), to the 

time the problem is resolved and the Services are restored.  In the 

event that eSCRIBE becomes aware that the Services are unavailable 

for Use, eSCRIBE shall notify the Customer immediately. 
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d. The Customer may not make available the Service for Use by any third 

parties. 

e. The Customer may not directly or indirectly through any third parties 

attempt to reverse-engineer or de-compile the operation of the 

Services in any manner through current or future available 

technologies, except that Customer may modify the Customer Data 

to the extent and in the manner described in the Documentation.  

f. Customer Data, which shall be hosted in The United States along with 

all copies and backups, together with all intellectual property rights 

therein, will belong to the Customer and the Customer remains the 

sole and exclusive owner of the Customer Data.  During the Term of 

this Agreement, the Customer may retrieve such data from the 

Services at any time and, within ten (10) days of the Customer’s 

request, eSCRIBE will make available any Customer Data that is stored 

in native file format (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, PDF, MP4). eSCRIBE shall 

not access, use, disclose, sell, rent, transfer or copy the Customer Data 

for any purpose (or authorize or permit a third party to perform such 

acts) other than as required to perform eSCRIBE’s obligations pursuant 

to this Agreement. 

g. At the execution of this Agreement and during the Term, eSCRIBE 

represents and warrants to and in favor of the Customer and 

acknowledges that the Customer is relying thereon as follows: 

i. eSCRIBE has the legal capacity and right to execute this 

Agreement and carry out and observe the provisions thereof to 

be performed or observed by eSCRIBE hereunder and to take 

all actions pursuant hereto and all necessary approvals have 

been given or obtained to authorize eSCRIBE to execute this 

Agreement and perform thereunder and to take all actions 

required pursuant hereto; 

ii. eSCRIBE’s execution, delivery, and performance of this 

Agreement will not constitute a violation of any judgment, order 

or decree, a default under any agreement by which it or any of 

its assets are bound or an event that would, with notice or lapse 

of time, constitute such a default; 

iii. eSCRIBE has the full and unencumbered right to grant to the 

Customer access to and use of the Services as provided in this 

Agreement, either through ownership or license, including 

upgrades, updates, improvements, modifications or 

enhancements to the Services including any third party 

components embedded in the Services, and that the rights 
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granted herein will not violate the terms of its agreements with 

any third parties; 

iv. The Implementation Services and the Customer’s access to or 

use of the Services or of the Documentation do not and will not 

conflict with, infringe upon or violate and are not alleged by 

any person to conflict with, infringe upon or violate the 

intellectual property rights of any other person. In addition, there 

are no existing or threatened legal proceedings brought against 

eSCRIBE in respect of the Services, the Documentation or the 

Implementation Services, or eSCRIBE’s right to grant others the 

right to access and use the Services or the Documentation.  

Should eSCRIBE become aware of any such conflict, 

infringement or violation or potential conflict, infringement or 

violation, eSCRIBE will notify the Customer immediately; 

v. eSCRIBE’s proprietary software applications and platforms are 

free of spyware and malware of any kind; 

vi. The Services and the Implementation Services provided by 

eSCRIBE hereunder will comply with the service and functional 

specifications set out in this Agreement, including the 

Documentation; 

vii. eSCRIBE will provide personnel who have the necessary 

technical skills, qualifications, experience, and training to 

provide information and expertise to the Customer in 

accordance with this Agreement; and 

viii. The Documentation is complete and will allow the Customer to 

access and use the Services. 

h. eSCRIBE shall retain such records in respect of the provision of the 

Implementation Services or of the Services and the fulfillment of its 

obligations hereunder as the Customer may from time to time 

reasonably require and shall make such records available at any time 

for inspection by the representatives of the Customer. 

2. Support Services 

a. During the Term of this Agreement, eSCRIBE will provide the Customer 

the Support Services as described in Appendix B.  

3. Fees 

 

a. The first year’s Subscription Fees and the Implementation Fees as 

described in Appendix C, are due upon the date of this Agreement. 

The Subscription Fees are due annually thereafter, and will increase 
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from the previous year’s Subscription Fees by two-point-five percent 

(2.5%).  

b. Implementation Fees are for remote personnel. Optionally, should the 

Customer wish to have eSCRIBE provide onsite training, additional 

travel and living expenses would apply.  

c. All fees and other charges set forth in this Agreement are exclusive of 

any and all applicable Taxes due to eSCRIBE from Customer. Payment 

of all applicable Taxes shall be the responsibility of the Customer. If any 

such Taxes has to be withheld under this Agreement, Customer shall 

increase payment under this Agreement by such amount as to ensure 

that eSCRIBE has received an amount equal to the payment otherwise 

required after such withholding or deduction. 

d. Legacy Data fees if any, will be added to the annual Subscription Fees 

as set out in Appendix E.  

e. All payments are due thirty (30) days from the date of invoice. 

a. All references to currency are in US Dollars. 

 

4. Term 

a. The term of this Agreement commences on the date of this 

Agreement for a period of three (3) years (the “Term”), and will 

automatically renew for an additional Term unless notice of 

cancellation is received 60 days prior to the expiry of the Term.  

5. Termination 

a. If either party is adjudged bankrupt, becomes insolvent, makes an 

assignment for the benefit of creditors, makes any arrangement for 

the liquidation of its debts or a receiver or a receiver and manager is 

appointed with respect to all or any part of its assets, or commences 

winding up proceedings, or bankruptcy or insolvency proceedings are 

instituted by or against such party, and such proceedings are not 

removed within sixty (60) days (an “Event of Bankruptcy”), then the 

party affected by such an Event of Bankruptcy must immediately give 

notice thereof to the other party, and the other party at its option may 

terminate this Agreement upon written notice to such affected party. 

b. If this Agreement is terminated by the Customer before the end of the 

Term other than for a breach of this Agreement on the part of 

eSCRIBE, the Customer will be liable for a termination penalty 

amounting to 35% of the remaining Subscription Fees  due to the end 

of the Agreement if terminated in the first year, 25% of the remaining 
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Subscription Fees  due to the end of the Agreement if terminated in 

the second year and 15% of the remaining Subscription Fees  due to 

the end of the Term if terminated in the third year or subsequent year 

of the Agreement. 

c. Either party may terminate this Agreement upon written notice to the 

other party in the event that one party breaches any term or 

condition of this Agreement, provided that the non-breaching party 

gives the other party notice of the breach, and such breach is not 

remedied to the non-breaching party’s satisfaction within ten (10) 

days after delivery of such notice. 

d. Within thirty (30) days after the termination of this Agreement by 

Customer pursuant to section 5 (a) or section 5 (c), eSCRIBE shall 

refund to the Customer any Subscription Fees paid by the Customer 

for the period from the date of termination to the end of the Term on 

a pro-rated monthly basis commencing with the month following the 

date of termination. 

e. Within thirty (30) days after the termination or expiration of this 

Agreement, eSCRIBE will make available any Customer Data that is 

stored in native file format (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, PDF, MP4).  After 

the thirty (30) day period, eSCRIBE will delete or destroy all copies of 

Customer Data in its possession or control, unless legally prohibited 

and upon request, provide the Customer with a certificate of 

destruction. 

6. Limitation of Liability 

a. Liability of eSCRIBE under this Agreement will be limited to the 

maximum amount of the annual Subscription Fees listed in Appendix A 

or the value of insurance listed in section 10, whichever is greater. 

eSCRIBE will not be liable for any general, special, incidental or 

consequential damages including, but not limited to, loss of 

production, loss of profits, loss of revenue, loss of data, or any other 

business or economic disadvantage suffered by the Customer arising 

out of the use or failure to use the Service. 

7. Indemnity 

a. eSCRIBE shall indemnify and hold harmless the Customer (including its 

elected officials, officers, representatives, agents, employees, 

volunteers, and affiliates) against any and all claims, demands, losses, 

suits, damages (including indirect, special, consequential, remote, 

and economic damages), fees, fines, royalties, liability, and expenses 
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(including reasonable lawyer’s fees) arising out of any suit, claim or 

action relating to eSCRIBE’s performance or non-performance of its 

obligations pursuant to this Agreement, including any breach of any 

representation or warranty, or for actual or alleged direct or 

contributory infringement of, or inducement to infringe, any 

intellectual property right relating to the Implementation Services, the 

Services or the Documentation or for actual or alleged misuse or 

misappropriation of a trade secret resulting directly or indirectly from 

eSCRIBE’s action.  These obligations of indemnity will survive the 

termination or expiration of this Agreement however caused. 

 

b. eSCRIBE shall have no liability hereunder for any claim of intellectual 

property infringement based on the combination, operation or use of 

the Service with software, hardware or other materials not furnished or 

approved in writing by eSCRIBE if such infringement would have been 

avoided without such software, hardware or other materials. 

 

c. In the event the Service or a component part thereof is held by a 

court of competent jurisdiction, or is believed by eSCRIBE, to infringe or 

potentially infringe a third party’s rights, eSCRIBE shall, with prior notice 

to the Customer, (i) modify, at its expense, the Service to be non-

infringing; provided that such modification does not adversely affect 

the Service as set out in this Agreement, or (ii) obtain for Customer the 

right to continue using the Service in its current state at no additional 

expense to the Customer, or (iii) if eSCRIBE determines that neither of 

the foregoing options are reasonably available, eSCRIBE may 

terminate this Agreement and refund any prepaid Fees to the 

Customer for which it has not received Services. 

 

8. Confidentiality  

 

a. "Confidential Information" means all information disclosed by one 

party (the “Disclosing Party”) to the other party (the “Receiving 

Party”), whether verbal or in writing, that is marked as confidential or 

that reasonably should be understood to be confidential given the 

nature of the information.  The Customer’s confidential information 

includes Customer Data, and eSCRIBE’s confidential information 

includes the Services and Documentation. Confidential information of 

each party includes, the terms of this Agreement, as well as current 

and future technical specifications, product plans, features and 

roadmaps, business and marketing plans, customer lists and 

relationships, costs and pricing strategies, financial and employee 
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information and records, as they may be disclosed by either party 

during the Term of this Agreement.    

b. Confidential information does not include any information that (i) is or 

becomes publicly available without a breach of the terms of this 

Agreement, (ii) is received from a third-party without breach of any 

obligation owed to the Disclosing Party, or (iii) the Receiving Party is 

entitled to disclose in response to a court order or as otherwise 

required by law; provided that the Receiving Party notified the 

Disclosing Party prior to such disclosure forthwith after receipt of such 

order to give the Disclosing Party time to contest such order. 

c. All Confidential Information shall remain the sole property of the 

Disclosing Party.   

d. The Receiving Party shall not divulge or disclose any Confidential 

Information communicated to or acquired by it, or disclosed by the 

Disclosing Party in the course of carrying out this Agreement. No 

Confidential Information will be used by the Receiving Party on any 

other project or for any other purpose without the prior written consent 

of the Disclosing Party, which consent may be not unreasonably 

withheld. The Receiving Party shall receive and store the Confidential 

Information with the same degree of care that it uses to protect the 

confidentiality of its own confidential information from unauthorized 

use, duplication or disclosure to third parties; provided such standard is 

no less than a reasonable standard considering the nature of the 

Confidential Information.     

e. Upon termination or expiration of this Agreement, the Receiving Party 

shall immediately cease to use Confidential Information in any manner 

whatsoever, shall return to the Disclosing Party or securely destroy all 

Confidential Information, and shall not retain any copies of the 

Confidential Information. 

f. eSCRIBE agrees and acknowledges that the Customer may be 

subject to State or Federal privacy legislation that may be in effect 

during the Term of this Agreement.  The provisions of this section 8(f) 

supplement the terms of section 8 as it pertains to Confidential 

Information that is “Personal Information”.   eSCRIBE acknowledges 

that in the course of its provision of the Software Services, it will be 

provided with and have access to Customer Data which includes 

“Personal Information”, and that such information is confidential. 

eSCRIBE agrees that such Personal Information will be used solely for 

the purposes of performing the Software Services and that it will 

safeguard such Personal Information  by appropriate physical and 

technological means, including those specified in section 13.  eSCRIBE 

will not, other than as required to provide the Software Services, 
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disclose, transfer, sell, assign, publish or otherwise make available the 

Personal Information for its own use or the use of any other person or 

entity, except (and provided the Customer is promptly  notified so as 

to permit it an opportunity to object to disclosure before it takes 

place, if feasible) where disclosure: (i) may be required to comply with 

a subpoena, warrant, or court order; (ii) is requested by a government 

institution that has the lawful authority to obtain the Personal 

Information; or (iii) is otherwise required by law. In addition, the 

Customer will be solely responsible for responding to any request by 

any Customer employee or other individual for access to, or 

correction of, any Personal Information.  eSCRIBE will notify the 

Customer immediately of any breach of this section 8(f). 

g. These obligations of confidentiality will survive the termination or 

expiration of this Agreement however caused. 

9. Non-Solicitation 

The Customer agrees that during the term of this Agreement, and for a 

period of one year following the date of termination of this Agreement, 

Customer will not to attempt to obtain withdrawal from eSCRIBE of any 

employee or person retained or engaged by eSCRIBE in any capacity 

whatsoever. 

 

10. Insurance 

 

a. eSCRIBE shall obtain and maintain in force during the Term of this 

Agreement the following policies of insurance (all amounts in USD): 

 

i. General liability insurance insuring eSCRIBE’s obligations and 

responsibilities with respect to the performance of Services as 

set out in this Agreement. The policy will be extended to include 

bodily injury and property damage, products and completed 

operations, personal and advertising injury, Implementation 

Services, contingent employer’s liability, and contractual liability 

to a limit of no less than two million dollars ($2,000,000) per 

occurrence. The policy will include a cross liability and 

severability of interest clause and be endorsed to name the 

Client as an additional insured; 

ii. Non-owned automobile insurance to a limit of no less than one 

million dollars ($1,000,000); 

iii. If applicable, automobile insurance (OAP1) for both owned and 

leased vehicles with inclusive limits of no less than one million 

dollars ($1,000,000); and 
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iv. Errors and omissions liability insurance insuring eSCRIBE to a limit 

of no less than two million dollars ($2,000,000) per claim and five 

million dollars ($5,000,000) in the aggregate.  The coverage 

under the policy will be maintained continuously during the 

Term of this Agreement and for an additional two (2) years after 

the termination or expiration of this Agreement and will cover 

insurable losses arising out of or in association with an error or 

omission in the rendering of or failure to complete and provide 

the services as set out in this Agreement.  Coverage under the 

policy will respond to, but not be limited to the following 

occurrences: 

A. Privacy breach and violations as a result of but not limited to 

unauthorized access to or wrongful disclosure or 

dissemination of private information, failure to properly 

handle, manage, store, destroy or control personal 

information and include the failure to comply with privacy 

laws and their respective regulations regarding the 

collection, access, transmission, use, and 

accuracy.  Coverage will extend to include the costs 

associated with notification of affected parties, regardless if 

required by statute as well as any fines or penalties or costs 

imposed as a result of the breach including defense of any 

regulatory action involving a breach of privacy; 

B. Network security incidents arising from system security failures 

such as, but not limited to, unauthorized access, theft or 

destruction of data, electronic security breaches, denial of 

service, spread of virus within eSCRIBE’s computer network or 

other third party computer  information systems and will 

further include expenses related to third party computer 

forensics; 

C. Privacy breach expenses including crisis management 

related to electronic and non-electronic breaches; 

D. Content or media liability including personal and advertising 

liability, intellectual property infringement coverage 

(copyright, trademark, trade name, service mark, trade dress 

or trade secret) arising out of media content created, 

produced or disseminated by eSCRIBE; 

E. Coverage for delay in performance of a contract or 

agreement resulting from an error or omission; and 

F. Coverage for damages resulting from dishonest and criminal 

acts committed by an employee of eSCRIBE. 
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If coverage is to be cancelled or non-renewed for any reason, 

eSCRIBE shall provide the Customer with ninety (90) day notice 

of said cancellation or non-renewal.  The Customer may request 

an Extended Reporting Endorsement be purchased by eSCRIBE 

at eSCRIBE’s expense.  The term of the Extended Reporting 

Endorsement will be decided by the Customer and eSCRIBE. 

b. eSCRIBE shall ensure that all policies of insurance will: 

 

i. be written with an insurer properly licensed to do business; 

ii. contain an undertaking by the insurers to notify the Customer in 

writing no less than thirty (30) days prior to any termination or 

cancellation of coverage unless otherwise required by law; and 

iii. be non-contributing with and will apply only as primary and not 

excess to any other insurance or self-insurance available to the 

Customer. 

c. Any deductible amounts will be borne by eSCRIBE. 

d. eSCRIBE shall deliver to the Customer certificates of insurance 

evidencing renewal or replacement of policies required under this 

Agreement at least fifteen (15) days prior to the expiration or 

replacement of the current policies without demand by the Customer. 

e. If eSCRIBE fails to maintain in force any insurance required to be 

maintained by it hereunder, then the Customer, without prejudice to 

any of its other remedies, may obtain such insurance on behalf of and 

at the cost of eSCRIBE. 

f. eSCRIBE  and its agents, volunteers, contractors, subcontractors, 

employees, and insurer(s) hereby release the Customer from any and 

all liability or responsibility, including anyone claiming through or under 

them, by way of subrogation or otherwise for any loss or damage 

which eSCRIBE may sustain incidental to or in any way related to 

eSCRIBE’s obligations under this Agreement. 

 

11. Advertising  

 

a. Customer agrees that eSCRIBE may use and disclose Customer’s 

name in its marketing material with prior written approval of the 

Customer, which will not be unreasonably withheld. 

 

12. Trademarks 

 

a. Any trademarks and service marks (“Trademarks”) adopted by 

eSCRIBE to identify the Services, Documentation and other products 
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and services, belong to eSCRIBE. Nothing herein grants, or shall be 

construed to grant, to Customer any rights to such Trademarks.  

 

13. Development Input 

 

a. Customer shall be entitled to provide eSCRIBE with information and 

feedback concerning the Service’s functional requirements and 

product definition which eSCRIBE shall consider when formulating the 

product development roadmap and plans. This co-operative process 

between eSCRIBE and the Customer does not create any obligation 

upon eSCRIBE to adhere to Customer’s feedback, nor does it create 

any ownership interest in the Services on the part of Customer should 

eSCRIBE incorporate any of Customer’s suggestions into the 

development plan or ultimately into the Services. 

 

14. General Provisions 

a. Relationship of Parties. In all matters relating to this Agreement 

Customer and eSCRIBE are independent contractors, and nothing in 

this Agreement shall be deemed to place the parties in the 

relationship of employer-employee, principal-agent, partners, or joint 

ventures. 

b. Entire Agreement. This Agreement, including all Appendices, is the 

entire Agreement between the parties and supersedes all prior 

negotiations, understandings and agreements between the parties 

concerning the subject matter hereof. No amendment or 

modification of this Agreement shall be made except by written 

agreement of both parties.  

c. Ride Along: The terms of this Agreement may be extended for use by 

other parties, including: associated local governments, school boards 

and government agencies upon execution of an addendum outlining 

the associated Services and Fees applicable. This term is not intended 

to circumvent any procurement rules and regulations of the 

additional party. 

d. No Waiver. The failure of either party to exercise any right or the 

waiver by either party of any breach shall not prevent a subsequent 

exercise of such right or be deemed a waiver of any subsequent 

breach of the same or any other term of the Agreement.  

e. Partial Invalidity. Should any provision of this Agreement be held to be 

void, invalid, or inoperative, the remaining provisions of this 
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Agreement shall not be affected and shall continue in effect as 

though such provisions were deleted.  

f. Force Majeure. Neither party shall be deemed in default of this 

Agreement to the extent that performance of its obligations or 

attempts to cure any breach are delayed or prevented by reason of 

any act of God, fire, natural disaster, act of government, or any other 

similar cause beyond the reasonable control of such party ("Force 

Majeure”), provided that such party gives the other party written 

notice thereof promptly and, in any event, within ten (10) days of 

discovery thereof and uses its reasonable efforts to cure the delay. 

Upon receipt of such notice, all obligations under this Agreement shall 

be immediately suspended. If the period of non-performance 

exceeds ten (10) days from the receipt of notice of the Force Majeure 

event, the party whose performance has not been affected may, by 

giving written notice, immediately terminate this Agreement.  

g. Assignment; Enurement. Neither Party may assign, delegate, or 

otherwise transfer this Agreement or any of it rights or obligations 

hereunder, without the prior written consent of the other Party (such 

consent not to be unreasonably withheld); provided, however, that 

either Party may assign this Agreement without the other Party’s 

consent in the event of any successor or assign that has acquired all, 

or substantially all, of the assigning Party’s business by means of 

merger, stock purchase, asset purchase, or otherwise. Any assignment 

or attempted assignment in violation of this Agreement shall be null 

and void.  

h. Injunctive Relief. The parties recognize that a remedy at law for a 

breach of the provisions of this Agreement relating to either party’s 

Confidential Information will not be adequate for the non-breaching 

party’s protection, and accordingly the non-breaching party shall 

have the right to seek, in addition to other relief and remedies 

available to it, injunctive relief to enforce the provisions of this 

Agreement in any court of competent jurisdiction.  

i. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed and interpreted in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Florida, and the federal laws 

of The United States applicable therein.  

j. Calendar Days. All references to a day or days in this Agreement 

mean a calendar day or calendar days. 
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k. Time of the Essence. Time is of the essence of this Agreement and of 

every part hereof and no extension or variation of this Agreement will 

operate as a waiver of this provision. 

l. No Discrimination.  eSCRIBE and its agents will not discriminate against 

any person on the grounds of race, color, creed, national origin, 

handicap, age, or sex, in any activity under this Contract. 

m. No Lobbying.  Pursuant to Section 216.347, F.S., the eSCRIBE shall not 

expend any funds obtained under this Contract to lobby the 

Legislature, the judicial branch or another state agency. 

n. E-Verify.  eSCRIBE has verified that its employees are authorized to 

work in the U.S. and certifies that a good faith effort has been made 

to properly identify employees by timely reviewing and completing 

appropriate documentation, including but not limited to the 

Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Citizenship, and Immigration 

Services Form I-9.  Answers to questions regarding E-Verify as well as 

instructions on enrollment may be found at the E-Verify website:  

www.uscis.gov/e-verify.  eSCRIBE shall expressly require any 

subcontractor performing work or providing services pursuant to this 

contract to likewise utilize the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s 

E-Verify system to verify the employment eligibility of all new 

employees hired by the subcontractor during the contract term. 

o. eSCRIBE’s Duties Regarding Public Records.  eSCRIBE must provide 

public access to all records concerning this Contract according to 

applicable Florida laws including Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. If 

eSCRIBE asserts any exemptions to Florida’s public records laws, 

eSCRIBE has the burden of establishing and defending the exemption. 

eSCRIBE’s failure to comply with this section is a breach of this 

Contract.  The records subject to Chapter 119 may include, in 

addition to prepared documents, such communication as e-mails, 

text messages, inter-office memorandums, social media, and 

photographs or images; a person or entity may request public records 

via e-mail, or by oral or written request, and a response to such a 

request must be prompt; it is the responsibility of the eSCRIBE to 

establish an in-house policy in reference to such records, and to 

identify and retain such communications in the normal course of 

business in the event a request is made to produce these records.  IF 

eSCRIBE HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 

119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO e-SCRIBE’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC 

RECORDS RELATING TO THIS CONTRACT, CONTACT THE CUSTODIAN OF 

PUBLIC RECORDS TELEPHONE NUMBER: (863) 763-3372, EXT. 9814, EMAIL 

http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify
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ADDRESS: LGAMIOTEA@CITYOFOKEECHOBEE.COM, AND MAILING 

ADDRESS: 55 SE THIRD AVE, OKEECHOBEE FL, 34974. 

p. No Third-Party Beneficiaries.  This Contract is solely for the benefit of 

the eSCRIBE and the City. No person or entity other than the eSCRIBE 

or the City shall have any rights or privileges under this Contract in any 

capacity whatsoever, either as third-party beneficiary or otherwise. 

q. Sovereign Immunity.  Nothing herein shall constitute or be interpreted 

as a waiver of sovereign immunity by the City. 

r. Survival. All obligations of the parties which expressly or by their nature 

survive termination or expiration of this Agreement will continue in full 

force and effect subsequent to and notwithstanding such termination 

or expiration and until they are satisfied or by their nature expire. 

s. Headings. Headings are inserted for the convenience of the parties 

only and are not to be considered when interpreting this Agreement. 

Words in the singular mean and include the plural and vice versa. 

Words in the masculine gender include the feminine gender and vice 

versa. Words in the neuter gender include the masculine gender and 

the feminine gender and vice versa. 

t. Notice. Any notice required or permitted to be sent hereunder shall 

be in writing and shall be sent in a manner requiring a signed receipt, 

such as courier delivery, or if mailed, registered or certified mail, return 

receipt requested. Notice is effective upon receipt. Notice to both 

parties shall be to the address and contact set forth below and 

updated from time to time.  

eSCRIBE Software Ltd. 

204-60 Centurian Drive 

Markham, ON L3R 9R2 

Attention: Office of the President  

Customer Contact Info for Notices: 

City of Okeechobee 

55 SE 3rd Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974 

 

Attention: Office of the City Administrator 

  

 

mailto:LGAMIOTEA@CITYOFOKEECHOBEE.COM
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The undersigned parties hereby enter into this Agreement, 

 

eSCRIBE Software Ltd  City of Okeechobee 

 

 

 

  

Signature  Signature 

 

 

 

 

  

Robert Treumann, CEO  Dowling R. Watford, Mayor 

Authorizing Officer, Title  Authorizing Officer, Title  

 

 

 

I have the authority to bind the organization 

  



Subscription Agreement 

  
 

Confidential   Page 17 of 25 

Subscription Agreement 2020 

Appendix A – Annual Subscription Fees 

 

 

 

 

Module Fee Quantity  Total 

eSCRIBE Webcasting Bundle 8,889$          1 8,889$              

eSCRIBE Webcasting Plus (encoder included) INCL

eSCRIBE Automated Closed Captioning 7,779$          1 7,779$              

Year 1 Subscription Fees 16,668$          

eSCRIBE Annual Service and Support Fees
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Appendix B – Support Services  

Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, eSCRIBE shall perform the 

Support Services as defined.  

 

Definitions: 

The definitions used in the Agreement are incorporated herein. In addition, the 

following terms shall have the following ascribed to them: 

“Business Hours” means the hours during which eSCRIBE’s helpdesk is 

available to take live incoming calls, emails and be available to respond to 

the Customer’s Support Contacts, namely 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Monday 

through Friday eastern time (excluding statutory holidays). 

“Extended Hours” means the hours during which eSCRIBE’s helpdesk is 

available to take urgent calls during 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. EST, Monday 

through Friday eastern time (excluding statutory holidays). 

 “Support Contacts” means the Customer designated individuals (to be 

identified in the attached Problem Reporting Schedule) and any 

replacements designated in writing to eSCRIBE who will serve as technical 

liaison between eSCRIBE and Customer and who are to have technical 

knowledge and experience with the Services used by the Customer.   

"Updates" shall mean fixes, patches, modifications, improvements to 

functionality or revisions to the Services and Documentation. 

All other capitalized terms shall have the meanings set out in the Agreement. 

 

Support Services: 

eSCRIBE will provide the following services to Customer: 

a. Technical assistance by telephone or electronic mail. 

b. Receipt and monitoring of calls during Business Hours at eSCRIBE’s support 

desk.     

c. Direct access for Customer Support Contacts to eSCRIBE’s team of 

support technicians.     

d. Provision of any available problem solutions related to the Services 

e. Make reasonable commercial efforts to provide a response to all reported 

problems in the manner described in the Problem Reporting Process 

below.  

f. Make available any Updates to the Services and Documentation at no 

additional charge, subject to Customer’s responsibility for any 

Implementation Services fees for any new Services. 
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Exclusions: 

a. Customer’s third-party hardware and software not part of this Agreement.  

Problem Reporting Process:  

Step 1: Contact eSCRIBE using one of the following methods: 

Toll free number 1-855-299-0023 

  Email: support@escribemeetings.com  

Portal: https://customerportal.escribemeetings.com 

 

Step 2: Provide the following information: 

Provide Support Contact’s name, location the Services are in Use, 

telephone number and E-mail address. 

Step 3: Provide a description of the problem. 

Provide as much detail, including system error messages and screen 

printouts, as possible. eSCRIBE assign a Priority Level based on the 

response matrix below. 

Priority Level Initial Response Status Updates 

1- Complete Services or business 

critical functions unavailable 

or impaired 

Within 2 hours Every 4 hours 

2- Specific Services functions 

unavailable or impaired 

Within 4 hours Every 8 hours 

3- Services operational, isolated 

or individual user issues 

Next Business Day As required on each 

reported incident 

 

eSCRIBE shall assign a ticket number to reference the case in all future 

communications with Customer regarding the reported incident. 

Customer understands that failure to provide accurate and detailed call 

information as described above may increase the amount of time 

needed by eSCRIBE to diagnose the problem and develop a possible 

solution. 

Regardless of the priority assignment, Customer’s problem must relate to 

the Services in order for Support Services to be applied hereunder. Where 

eSCRIBE is required to perform Support Services outside of the scope of 

the Agreement, including but not limited to investigations, efforts and 

https://customerportal.escribemeetings.com/
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resolutions pertaining to third party software, hardware, networks or 

facilities, eSCRIBE shall charge Customer at its daily Implementation 

Services rate for the services rendered. 

Using the Customer Community Portal, customers are able to check the 

status of their support tickets at any time. 

The case will not be closed by eSCRIBE until receipt of written confirmation 

from the Support Contact that the problem has been resolved. If written 

confirmation or feedback is not received within ten (10) business days, it 

will be assumed the problem has been resolved and the case will be 

closed. 

 

General Support Terms: 

a. The Support Contacts will be the only persons authorized to receive the 

Support Services hereunder and to instruct eSCRIBE in respect of Support 

Services. 

b. The delivery of Support Services hereunder does not extend to: i) 

Inadequate Customer computer configurations, installed third party 

software, internet connection issues or general internet congestion issues; 

ii) Services which have been altered, modified or improperly configured 

by the Customer, its customers, or any third party without eSCRIBE’s prior 

written consent; iii) failures related to an accident, disaster or other Force 

Majeure event; iv) any unauthorized use of the Services;  

c. eSCRIBE warrants that its Support Services personnel shall deliver services 

in a professional manner and in accordance with industry standards. 

d. Response and resolution times provided in the Problem Reporting Process 

or otherwise whether orally or in writing, are intended as good faith 

estimates, guidelines or objectives only and are not to be taken as 

warranties or representations. 
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Appendix C – Implementation Services  

Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, eSCRIBE shall perform the 

Implementation Services as listed below.  

 

 

 
Professional Services Fee Quantity Cost

Configuration and Training 2,229$          1 2,229$              

Closed Captioning Setup 2,229$          1 2,229$              

Implementation Services Fees 4,458$            
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Appendix D – Authorized Customer Locations 

 

Name Address Authorized Contact 

   

   

City Hall 55 SE 3rd Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974 

Marcos Montes De Oca 

City Administrator 

 

Robin Brock 

Executive Assistant 

 

Lane Gamiotea 

City Clerk 

 

Bobbie Jenkins 

Deputy City Clerk 

 

Patty Burnette 

General Services 

Coordinator 

   

   

   

   

  



Subscription Agreement 

  
 

Confidential   Page 23 of 25 

Subscription Agreement 2020 

Appendix E – Legacy Data Storage Fees 

 

Upon the completion of the initial, or any subsequent Term or Third Party Data 

Migration, (Appendix F)  eSCRIBE will measure the total Customer Data Storage in 

gigabytes (GB) to calculate any Legacy Data storage fees based on the following 

schedule: 

 

GB Price / GB / Year 

0-50 $                       10.00  

51-100 $                         9.50  

101-150 $                         9.00  

151-200 $                         8.50  

201-300 $                         8.00  

301+ $                         7.50  
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Appendix F – Third Party Data Migration – Project Scope 

 

Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, eSCRIBE shall perform the 

Third Paty Data Migration Services listed below.  

 

In Scope 

 
N/A 

 
Out of Scope 

 
N/A 

 
Assumptions 

 
N/A 

 
Additional Notes 

 
It is important to note that this migration does not replace the need for customer 

to obtain a backup of all data upon termination of contract with incumbent 

vendor.  Migrated data is strictly for presentation through eSCRIBE’s Internet 

Publishing module, and should not be used as an archive or backup of 

incumbent system’s data. 

 

It is also important to note that once the web interface for the incumbent 

system has been taken down, the data can no longer be accessed by eSCRIBE 

for any future migration work.  Incumbent system should not be terminated until 

all migrated data has been fully validated and verified complete. 

 
Additional Fees 

 
At the completion of the migration, an additional legacy data storage fee will 

be charged based on the amount of migrated data in gigabytes (GB) as  per 

the table in Appendix E.  
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Modification to Services 

 

The Customer wishes to modify the Services as defined below, effective the 

______day of _________, 2020, in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

the Client Subscription Agreement (the “Agreement”), dated ______________ 

 

Services Fees: 
Module Addition/Deletion Annual Fee Quantity  Cost 

-$                      

-$                      

-$                      

-$                      

-$                      

-$                      

-$                      

Total - Annual Subscription Fees -$                      

Implementation Fees: 

Service Fee Quantity Cost

-$                      

-$                      

-$                     

Service Fee Quantity Cost

-$                      

-$                      

-$                      

-$                      

-$                     

Implementation Fees

Total - One-time Implementation Fees

Training Fees

Total Training Fees

 

 

The first year’s Subscription Fees and the Implementation Fees are due upon the 

date of this Appendix, and the Subscription Fees are due annually thereafter. 

 

The undersigned parties hereby enter into this Agreement, 

 
eSCRIBE Software Ltd  Client 

   

Signature  Signature 

 

 

 

  

Robert Treumann, CEO   

Authorizing Officer, Title  Authorizing Officer, Title 

 

I have the authority to bind the organization 



CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, PUBLIC WORKS 

Memo 

Public Works is requesting the approval to award a contract for paving services, PW 05-10-09-20, FDOT 
FPN 440372-1 to CW Roberts Contracting Inc. in the amount of $139,848.50. 

Four bids were received for the project. The total bid amount for each of the vendors is: 

CW Roberts Contracting Inc. $139,848.50 
Florida Blacktop Inc. $152,141.89 
Ranger Construction $153,332.00 
Hardrives Inc.  $168,919.50 

A detailed bid tabulation for the project along with the actual bid documents from CW Roberts are 
attached. 

This project is a FDOT SCOP-Communities funded project. The grant amount form FDOT is $123,531.00. 
The difference of $16, 317.50 will be funded from the existing Public Works budget under the 
$80,000.00 allocation for asphalt and roadway reconstruction, line item 301-549-6300. 

Given the approximate nature of asphalt work, it is also requested that the City Administrator be 
authorized to approve adjustments to the final project cost not to exceed $10,000.00 to reflect the 
actual amounts used for the project. 

To: Marcos Montes De Oca 

From: David Allen, Public Works Director 

Date: 11/20/2020 

Re: Requestst for award of SE 3rd Avenue Paving Improvements Project to CW Roberts 
Inc. 
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CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, PUBLIC WORKS 

Memo 

Public Works is requesting the approval of the attached rules governing the use of the main pavilion at 
Centennial Park and the implementation of a $25.00 reservation fee for use of the main pavilion. 

To: Marcos Montes De Oca 

From: David Allen, Public Works Director 

Date: 11/20/2020 

Re: Centennial Park Pavilion rules and reservation fee approval 
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City of Okeechobee 

Centennial Park Main  

Pavilion Reservation 

                  Reserved by  

___________________________ 

Date Reserved ______________ 

Time Reserved ______________ 

Reservation applies only to the main pavilion ONLY. 

All other pavilions are  open on a first come first 

served basis. 

_______________________________________________________ 

City of Okeechobee Authorized Signature 



City of Okeechobee 

Centennial Park Main Pavilion Reservation Application 

Reservation Fee: $25.00 

Name __________________________ Date _______________________________ 

Contact Phone ___________________ Contact email ________________________ 

Reservation Date_________________ Reservation Time _____________________ 

           Reservation is limited to a maximum of 4 hours 

Terms of Use: 
Initial 

________ NO ALCOHOL or any other substances that cause intoxication or impairment are allowed on the 

  premises.  

________ All trash must be removed and placed in trash receptacles. Any larg items that will not fit in the 

  trash receptacles must be be removed from the park by the applicant. 

________ Reservation applies to the Main Pavilion Only. All other pavilions and tables are on a first come, 

  first served basis. Please be courteous share other park facilities.  

_________ Do not attach signs, decorations or anything else to the pavilion structure. 

_________ Events involving admission fees, or cover charges are NOT ALLOWED. 

_________ All functions are to be conducted at the times stated on the application.  This includes setup/ 

  decoration AND teardown/clean-up time.  

_________ All reservations must be made by a person 21 years of age or older. 

_________ DO NOT move or unbolt tables 

_________ All vehicles must remain in the parking lot including loading and unloading. No vehicles are    

  allowed in grassy areas. 

_________ All barbeque grills must be used outside the pavilion. DO NOT dump coals or ashes in trash  

  cans. 

 

 



City of Okeechobee 

Centennial Park Main Pavilion Reservation Application 

 

I certify that I have read, and fully understand the above listed rules and regulations governing the use of 

City facilities and agree to abide by them. I understand that ANY deviation from the above rules and regu-

lations shall subject my event to immediate shutdown by the authority of the City of Okeechobee Public 

Works Department and/or any law enforcement agency governing within the State of Florida. I understand  

and agree that, if requested by an authorized by city or state official, to close down all activities for the 

above listed event. I agree that deviation from this agreement will forfeit any future rental rights. I agree 

that I will be held financially and personally responsible for any damages to the facility. Furthermore, I will 

hold the City of Okeechobee, the Okeechobee City Council and its employees harmless for any damages or 

injury whatsoever arising from my use of this facility.  

 

Name (print)  _________________________________________ Date ________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone   ____________________ Email _________________________________________ 

 

Signature  __________________________________________ 

Official Use Only 

Approved By ________________________________ Date______________  Fee paid ___________________ 

Date notice posted in park ___________________ By: _______________________________ 

 



City of Okeechobee 

Centennial Park Pavilion Rules 

Hours: Sunrise to Sunset 

1. NO ALCOHOL or any other substances that cause intoxication or impairment  

are allowed on the premises.  

2. Pavilion and picnic tables are open to public use. However, person(s) having 

made a reservation have priority over unscheduled users. 

3. Unscheduled users MUST relocate to another site at the request of scheduled/

paid users. 

4. All trash must be removed and placed in trash receptacles. 

5. Reservation applies to the Main Pavilion Only. All other pavilions and tables are 

on a first come, first served basis. Please be courteous and share other park        

facilities.  

6. Do not attach signs, decorations or anything else to the pavilion structure. 

7. DO NOT move or unbolt tables. 

8. All vehicles must remain in the parking lot. No vehicles in grassy areas. 

9. All barbeque grills must be used outside of the pavilion. DO NOT dump coals or  

ashes in trash cans. 

10. Persons violating the above conditions will be asked to leave the premises, 

and all rental rights will be revoked. 

For reservations call (863) 763-3926 or (863) 763-9821 

Report illegal activity to the Okeechobee Police Department by 

calling 911  

PARK RULES 



 

     

 
    

        
 

      
         

        
         

 
 

 
 

            
   

 
            

   
 

            
     

 
            

   
 

       
            

 
 

          
         

 
 

        
          

           
             

 
 

    
        

       
 

 
           

           
  

Interlocal Agreement between Okeechobee County 
and the City of Okeechobee for Fire Services 

This Interlocal Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into by and between 
Okeechobee County, Florida, a political subdivision of the State of Florida, by and through its 
Board of County Commissioners (“County”) and the City of Okeechobee, Florida, a municipal 
corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Florida, by and through its City 
Council (“City”). 

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, the City has maintained a high level of professional fire services for the 
benefit of the citizenry thereof; and 

WHEREAS, the City is desirous of maintaining a high level of professional fire services 
in conjunction and harmony with its policies of sound fiscal management going forward; and 

WHEREAS, the City is therefore desirous of contracting with the County for the County 
to provide fire services for the benefit of the City’s residents; and 

WHEREAS, the County has agreed to render to the City a high level of professional fire 
services upon the terms and conditions set forth herein; and 

WHEREAS, the City and the County find and determine that this Agreement constitutes 
a contract for services, after which the City has the option to resume the direct provision of fire 
services; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to state law, the City has agreed to continue to operate its 
Firefighters’ Retirement System (“Pension Plan”) for those transferring firefighters who elect to 
remain in the City Pension Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the County shall provide fire services, consisting of personal services and 
equipment, to the City as an independent contractor, the City shall be entitled to receive reports 
from the County concerning the provision of fire services pursuant to the provisions of this 
Agreement, and the City shall be entitled to pursue any and all available legal remedies in the event 
of County's default under this Agreement. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual terms, conditions, promises, 
covenants and payments hereinafter set forth, and for other good and value consideration the 
receipt and adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties hereto mutually agree as 
follows: 

Section 1. Recitals and Exhibits. The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by 
reference and made a part of this Agreement. The following Exhibits are attached to this 
Agreement and are part of it. 
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Exhibit A Employees to be hired by County 
Exhibit B Temporary Employees 
Exhibit C Retirement Plan Election Form 
Exhibit D Vehicles and Equipment 

Section 2. Services. 

A. Primary Services. The County hereby agrees to provide fire services, which include fire 
suppression, rescue operations, mass casualty incident response, major disaster response, 
and dispatch and communication services, plus all support services required to provide 
such services including, but not limited to, supervision, training, equipment maintenance, 
supplies and procurement. Additionally, the County hereby agrees to provide fire 
prevention services as it relates to pre-development planning, plan submittal review, 
development and post occupancy fire inspections, and fire and building code 
administration, all of which is collectively referred to herein as “Fire Services” within the 
boundaries of the City as they may from time to time exist according to Florida law. 

B. Additional Services. The County and City will also provide the following additional 
services: 

i. The County shall conduct inspections pursuant to the Florida Fire Prevention Code 
(“Fire Code”) and all applicable Florida Statutes and Administrative Codes. The 
County shall assume authority and responsibility to enforce the Florida Fire 
Prevention Code. Such enforcement requires inspection of each new building 
subject to the Florida Fire Prevention Code and includes periodic inspections of 
each existing building subject to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

ii. Fee Schedule Adoption. The County adopts a published fee schedule setting forth 
the cost of various services provided by the County. The City agrees that the current 
fee schedule and any additional fee schedules adopted by the County pursuant to 
enforcement of the Fire Prevention Code shall be effective for Fire Services 
provided by the County within the City upon the Commencement Date of Services. 
Said fee schedule may be updated from time to time by the County and shall be 
incorporated into this Agreement without further amendment to this Agreement 
upon written notification to the City. The City shall remit to the County, no less 
than quarterly each fiscal year, the fire plan review fees and inspection fees 
collected by the City for each applicable permit issued by the City. County shall 
direct bill those fees not to be collected by the City in conjunction with a permit 
issuance. 

Section 3. Effective Date and Term. This Interlocal Agreement and any subsequent 
amendment hereto shall be effective upon signing by both of the parties and recording with the 
Okeechobee County Clerk of the Circuit Court as provided by Section 163.01(11), Florida 
Statutes. The provision of Fire Services shall commence at 8:00 a.m. on June 1, 2021, 

Page 2 of 9 



 

     

          
 

 
             

            
         

            
           
           

                 
 

 
      

 
            

          
              

            
          

             
              

            
           

         
           

              
 
          

        
       

             
 

           
          

       
         

       
          

  
        

  
           

        
        
             

            

(“Commencement Date of Services”) and end at 8:00 a.m. on October 1, 2026, unless this 
Agreement is otherwise extended. 

Section 4. City Payments for Services. In exchange for the County’s provision of the 
services set forth herein, the City shall pay to County an annual amount equal to the sum of the 
aggregate assessment amounts for all properties lying within the City boundaries, as calculated 
utilizing the County’s then current fire rescue assessment fee structure. The County shall invoice 
the City and the City shall remit payments to the County on a quarterly basis payable no later than 
the first day of each calendar quarter. However, on June 1, 2021, the City shall make a prorated 
payment for the partial fiscal year 2021, and fees for future fiscal years shall be prorated for any 
partial year if necessary. 

Section 5. Employees. 

A. As of the Commencement Date of Services, the County shall hire those seven employees 
listed in Exhibit A, who wish to obtain employment with the County at the initial rates of pay 
and classifications shown in Exhibit A upon the terms and conditions set forth below. The 
County acknowledges that it has conducted all of its internal hiring processes (with the 
exception of the NFPA compliant pre-employment medical examination, and the pre-
employment drug screen) to the County’s satisfaction, and that such processes indicate that the 
employees listed on Exhibit A meet the County’s hiring requirements as of the date of 
execution of this Agreement, subject to the requirement that the respective individuals continue 
to meet such hiring requirements, that the respective individuals successfully complete the 
NFPA compliant pre-employment medical examination, and the pre-employment drug screen, 
within 30 days prior to the Commencement Date of Services, and that each respective 
individual obtain his or her paramedic certification on or before May 1, 2021. 

B. In addition, the County shall also hire up to three City employees as temporary County 
employees (such positions to be referred to as “Temporary Positions”) and the City shall 
fully fund those positions by additional quarterly payments, subject to the following 
conditions. In the event one or more of the individuals listed on Exhibit A do not obtain 
their paramedic certification on or before May 1, 2021, such individuals shall not be hired 
at the initial rates of pay and classifications shown in Exhibit A, but will have priority in 
the order specified on Exhibit A for the Temporary Positions funded by the City. If any 
Temporary Positions remain available after the individuals listed on Exhibit A who need 
additional time to obtain their paramedic certificate are offered them, the County shall 
employ in the Temporary Positions those individuals specified in Exhibit B, in the order 
specified therein. The County acknowledges that it has conducted all of its internal hiring 
processes (with the exception of the NFPA compliant pre-employment medical examination, 
and the pre-employment drug screen) to the County’s satisfaction, and that such processes 
indicate that the employees listed on Exhibit B meet the County’s hiring requirements for 
the Temporary Positions as of the date of execution of this Agreement, subject to the 
requirement that the respective individuals continue to meet such hiring requirements, and 
that the respective individuals successfully complete the NFPA compliant pre-employment 
medical examination, and the pre-employment drug screen, within 30 days prior to the 
Commencement Date of Services. For purposes of clarification, if any individuals listed on 
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Exhibit A occupy any Temporary Positions, some or all of the individuals listed on Exhibit 
B will not be employed by the County pursuant to the terms of this section.  

C. If within two years after the Commencement Date of Services, any employee occupying a 
Temporary Position becomes a certified paramedic and a paramedic position becomes 
available at the County, the County shall offer such position to such employee occupying 
a Temporary Position, and upon the employee’s acceptance thereof, the City shall not 
thereafter be responsible for fully funding that Temporary Position, and that Temporary 
Position shall be abolished. Upon the termination of employment of any employee 
occupying a Temporary Position, the City shall not thereafter be responsible for fully 
funding that Temporary Position, and that Temporary Position shall be abolished. Upon 
the second anniversary of the Commencement Date of Services, the City’s obligation to 
fully fund all still-existing Temporary Positions shall terminate, and such still-existing 
Temporary Positions shall be abolished. 

D. City employees who wish to accept a position with the County’s fire department must 
notify the County no later than January 15, 2021. Those City employees who accept a 
position with the County are referred to as “Employees” herein. All Employees hired by 
the County will end their employment with the City on the Commencement Date of 
Services. 

E. All or part of each Employee's annual leave and medical leave may be transferred to the 
County, pursuant to the employee's written authorization, upon receipt of payment from the 
City equal to the value of the transferred annual and medical leave based on pay or 
compensation as of the Commencement Date of Services up to the maximum allowable hours 
under the County’s collective bargaining agreement with Local #2918 I.A.F.F..  

F. County and City agree that as provided in Section 121.011(3)(b)2., Florida Statutes, and 
Florida Administrative Code section 60S, each Employee will have the right to select 
participation in either the Florida Retirement System or to remain in the City Pension Plan, 
and that each transferred employee's selection is irrevocable. Each employee shall provide 
his or her selection in writing on or before May 1, 2021, using the form attached as Exhibit 
C. 

G. For all Employees who elect to continue participation in the City Pension Plan, the County 
agrees to pay to the City Pension Plan the lesser amount of the required employer's annual 
contribution as determined by the actuary employed by the City Firefighter's Pension Board of 
Trustees, and as otherwise provided for by State law, or an amount equal to that which the 
County would have paid to the Florida Retirement System had such Employee been enrolled 
in that System. The City agrees to fund the City Firefighters' Pension Fund on the 
Commencement Date of Services, to the level required to make the fund actuarially sound 
as of the Commencement Date of Services, and to make appropriate payment(s) in the future, 
as long as there are participants, in order to maintain the actuarial soundness of the Fund 
should the County's required contribution pursuant to this Agreement not be sufficient to 
meet the requirement for actuarial soundness. The aforementioned "required employer's 
annual contribution" will be based on the level of benefits on the Commencement Date of 
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Services, or the level of benefit in a subsequent year, whichever is less. Nothing herein shall 
prevent the termination of the City Firefighters' Pension Plan as allowed by Florida Statutes 
as amended. If the Florida Retirement System increases benefits provided to special risk 
members of that system, the parties agree to review this section. 

Section 6. Vehicles and Equipment. On the Commencement Date of Services, the City 
shall transfer ownership of the City's vehicles and equipment identified in Exhibit D to the County.  
The City shall transfer the items listed on Exhibit D at no cost and free and clear of any encumbrances 
or liens. The City shall make such vehicles reasonably available to County no later than 30 days prior to 
the Commencement Date of Services so the County can properly equip the vehicles. 

Section 7. City Fire Station. For two years from the Commencement Date of Services, the 
City agrees to allow County to exclusively utilize and occupy, with 24 hour access thereto, the 
City’s apparatus storage bays located at 55 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
(“City Fire Station”) to house the vehicles and equipment necessary to provide the services 
contemplated by this Agreement. The County will not use the City Fire Station as a station for 
responding to calls for service. During the two year period, the County shall pay for the water, 
sewer and electric utility bills for the City Fire Station. 

Section 8. Retirement Plan Liability. The City will retain all liability for any unfunded 
retirement plan liability for all former City employees. The City will also retain all liability for any 
vested retirement benefits of all former City employees, such as, but not limited to, health 
insurance maintenance payments, if any exist. The County will not be responsible for and will not 
accept any liability regarding any former City employees that arises from their former employment 
with the City. 

Section 9. Reports to City by County. 

A. The County shall make quarterly written reports to the City setting forth statistical 
information concerning the provision by the County of fire services in the City that include 
the following information: 

a. Calls for service based on units responding 
b. Response Time reports, trends and other relevant performance data 
c. Citizen complaints and their status/disposition 
d. Encumbered times for units by day of week 
e. Fire prevention activities (past month and planned current month) 
f. Annual inspections and re-inspections including progress toward all required 

annual inspections. 

B. For fire protection calls, County shall make every reasonable effort to respond within 
established National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1221 and 1710 standards. 

Section 10. General Liability for Conduct of Former City employees. The City shall remain 
solely responsible for any and all claims and litigation alleging negligence or wrongdoing by the 
City or any City Fire Rescue employee due to the conduct of any City Fire Rescue employee, or 
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others within the City, occurring before the Commencement Date of Services. The City will 
defend, indemnify, and save harmless the County, including all of its boards, agencies, 
departments, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers against any and all claims, demands, 
lawsuits, liability, judgments, debts, loss, damages, and expenses (including, but not limited to, 
costs and legal fees) including, but not limited to those arising from injuries or death of persons, 
and for damages to property, arising directly or indirectly out of any City Fire Rescue employee’s 
actions or inaction occurring prior to the Commence Date of Services. 

Section 11. Worker’s Compensation. City agrees that it will remain fully responsible for any 
and all workers’ compensation injuries to City employees that occurred while the employees were 
employed by the City. This shall include, but is not limited to, any claims filed after the 
Commencement Date of Services if the injury in question occurred prior to the Commencement 
Date of Services. This obligation shall continue in perpetuity. City agrees to maintain any 
required insurance premiums, service fees, third party administrator fees, excess insurance 
coverage (if any) in order to be sure all dates of injury prior to the date the employment with the 
City is terminated is fully funded and not the responsibility of the County. It is further agreed that 
the City shall defend, reimburse, indemnify, and hold harmless the County for any injuries 
occurring during all employees’ employment with the City. 

Section 12. Records Retention. The City shall maintain all records pursuant to the City’s 
retention schedule, in accordance with state and federal laws, and any litigation holds in effect as 
of the Effective Date. City staff will maintain and provide the County access to the City’s fire 
prevention records for a minimum of two (2) years or for such other minimum retention period(s) 
as may otherwise be applicable to the public records involved. Such records include but are not 
limited to fire code permits, construction permits, special use permits, code enforcement 
complaints, and inspection records. All costs associated with maintaining the current database shall 
be the responsibility of the City. 

Section 13. Indemnification/Sovereign Immunity. Except as otherwise specifically provided 
in the Agreement, neither party shall be liable for the negligent or wrongful acts of the other party 
in the performance of this Agreement. Nothing in this Section is intended to serve as a waiver of 
each of the Parties’ respective sovereign immunity. 

Section 14. Default. 

A. Notice of Default; Cure Period. In the event a party to this Agreement fails to perform 
pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the party to which an obligation to 
perform is owed shall provide the non-performing party written notice of said non-
performance, upon receipt of which notice the non-performing party will have thirty (30) 
days to cure such default or otherwise comply with any request for performance. If non-
performance continues beyond such thirty (30)-day period, the complaining party may 
pursue any and all available legal remedies. 

B. Failure to Give Notice of Default. A party’s failure to give, or delay in giving, any notice 
of default shall not by itself constitute a waiver of the non-performing party’s obligations, 
requirements or covenants under this Agreement. Any failure or delay by one party to assert 
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any rights and remedies as to the non-performance of the other party shall not operate as a 
waiver of any default by the other party nor any rights and remedies available to that party. 

Section 15. Notices. Any notice, demand, request, or other instrument which may be or is 
required to be given or delivered under this Agreement shall be deemed to be delivered (i) whether 
or not actually received, five (5) days after deposited in the United States mail, postage prepaid, 
certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or (ii) when received (or when receipt is 
refused) if delivered personally or sent by a nationally-recognized overnight courier, all charges 
prepaid, at the addresses of County and City as set forth in this paragraph. Such address may be 
changed by written notice to the other party in accordance with this paragraph. 

County: 
Okeechobee County 
Attn: County Administrator 
304 NW 2nd Street 
Okeechobee, Florida 34972 

City: 
City of Okeechobee 
Attn: City Administrator 
55 SE 3rd Avenue 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 

Section 16. Public Records. 

A. Pursuant to section 119.0701, Florida Statutes, the County and the City shall: 

i. Retain all records in accordance with Chapter 119. 

ii. Keep and maintain public records required in order to perform the Agreement’s 
requirements. 

iii. Upon request from the City or County custodian of public records, provide the 
public agency with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be 
inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the cost 
provided in State Statute or as otherwise provided by law.  

iv. Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public 
records disclosure requirements and are not disclosed except as authorized by law 
for the duration of the Agreement term and following completion of the Agreement.  

v. If the County or City, in their respective sole discretion, requests a copy of all Public 
records in possession of the other party, the County or City shall duplicate and 
provide to the records, at no cost, all Public records in possession within a 
reasonable amount of time and in a format that is accessible. 

B. Pursuant to Section 119.0701(2)(a), Fla. Stat., IF THE COUNTY HAS 
QUESTIONS REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, 
FLORIDA STATUTES, TO THE COUNTY’S DUTY TO PROVIDE 
PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING TO THIS AGREEMENT, CONTACT 
THE CITY’S CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT: LANE 
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GAMIOTEA, CMC, CITY CLERK, (863) 763-3372, EXT. 9814, 
LGAMIOTEA@CITYOFOKEECHOBEE.COM, 55 SE 3RD AVE., 
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974. 

C. Pursuant to Section 119.0701(2)(a), Fla. Stat., IF THE CITY HAS QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA 
STATUTES, TO THE CITY’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC 
RECORDS RELATING TO THIS AGREEMENT, CONTACT THE 
COUNTY’S CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT: ROBBIE L. 
CHARTIER, County ADMINISTRATOR, AT 863-763-6441, EXT 1; 
publicrecords@co.okeechobee.fl.us; MAILING ADDRESS: 304 NW 2nd 
Street, ROOM 123, OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972. 

Section 17. Third Parties. The parties hereto do not intend, nor shall this Agreement be 
construed to grant any rights, privileges, or interest to any third party. 

Section 18. Entire Agreement. This Agreement, including attachments hereto, if any, 
constitutes the entire agreement between the City and the County. No change will be valid, unless 
made by supplemental written agreement, executed and approved by the parties. 

Section 19. Headings. The section headings are inserted herein for convenience and reference 
only, and in no way define, limit or otherwise describe the scope or intent of any provisions hereof. 

Section 20. Severability. Should any section or any part of any section of this Agreement be 
rendered void, invalid, or unenforceable by any court of law, for any reason, such determination 
shall not render void, invalid, or unenforceable any other section or any part of any section in this 
Agreement. 

Section 21. No Construction against Preparer. This Agreement has been prepared jointly by 
the County and the City and their respective professional advisors. The County, City and their 
respective professional advisors believe that this Agreement expresses their agreement and that it 
should not be interpreted in favor of either the County or City or against the County or City merely 
because of their respective efforts in preparing it. 

Section 22. Governing Law. The validity and interpretation of this Agreement shall be 
governed by the laws of the State of Florida, and venue shall be in the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit 
in Okeechobee County, Florida. Each party waives any defense of improper or inconvenient venue 
as to the stated court and consents to personal jurisdiction in the stated court.   

Section 23. Amendment. No amendment, modification or alteration of the terms hereof shall 
be binding unless the same be in writing, dated concurrent or subsequent to the date hereof and 
duly executed by the parties hereto. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed 
by their duly authorized representatives. 
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APPROVED this ____ day of ______________ 2020, by the Okeechobee County Board 
of County Commissioners. 

Attest: 

Sharon Robertson, Clerk of the Circuit 
Court and Comptroller 

Approved as to Form and Legality for 
Okeechobee County: 

Wade Vose, County Attorney 

OKEECHOBEE County, a political 
subdivision of the State of Florida 

By: __________________________________ 
Terry W. Burroughs, Chairman 
Board of County Commissioners 

APPROVED this ____ day of ______________ 2020, by the Okeechobee City Council. 

Attest: 

Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk 

Approved as to Form and Legality for 
Okeechobee County: 

John J. Fumero, City Attorney 

City OF OKEECHOBEE, Florida, a municipal 
corporation of the State of Florida 

By: __________________________________ 
Dowling R. Watford, Jr., Mayor 
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Exhibit A 

Table 1 - Initial Rates ofPay and Classifications Prior to Completion of all County Paramedic Orientations 
EMT 

Priority Rank Name Entry Base Entry Hourly Rate Inspector Inspector Degree Associate Total Hourly Holiday Pay FLSA Yearly 
Step Pay .050/hour total 0.2232/hour Degree Rate Overtime Salary 

7 EMT Ashton Benet 1 $35,340.9600 $12.1363 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $12.1363 $1,334.99 $2,621.44 $39,297.3938 
5 EMT Austin Bohn 1 $35,340.9600 $12.1363 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.2232 $649.9584 $12.3595 $1,359.55 $2,669.65 $40,020.1154 
4 EMT David Cortez 1 $35,340.9600 $12.1363 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.2232 $649.9584 $12.3595 $1,359.55 $2,669.65 $40,020.1154 
1 EMT Adam Crum 3 $37,493.1600 $12.8754 $0.5000 $1,456.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $13.3754 $1,471.29 $2,889.09 $43,309.5404 
6 EMT Michael Matos 1 $35,340.9600 $12.1363 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $12.1363 $1,334.99 $2,621.44 $39,297.3938 
3 EMT Lalo Rodriguez 3 $36,400.7400 $12.8754 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $12.8754 $1,416.29 $2,781.09 $40,598.1204 
2 EMT StevieWeeks 3 $36,400.7400 $12.8754 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $12.8754 $1,416.29 $2,781.09 $40,598.1204 

Table 2 - Initial Rates ofPay and ClassificationsAfter Completion of all County Paramedic Orientations 
Year one 

Priority Rank Name Step Base Entry Hourly Rate Inspector Inspector Degree Associate Total Hourly Holiday Pay FLSA Yearly 
Step Pay .050/hour total 0.2232/hour Degree Rate Overtime Salary 

N/A PM Ashton Benet 1 $43,117.4016 $14.8068 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $14.8068 $1,628.75 $3,198.27 $47,944.4184 
N/A PM Austin Bohn 1 $43,117.4016 $14.8068 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.2232 $649.9584 $15.0300 $1,653.30 $3,246.48 $48,667.1400 
N/A PM David Cortez 1 $43,117.4016 $14.8068 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.2232 $649.9584 $15.0300 $1,653.30 $3,246.48 $48,667.1400 
N/A PM Adam Crum 3 $45,742.8608 $15.7084 $0.5000 $1,456.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $16.2084 $1,782.92 $3,501.01 $52,482.7992 
N/A PM Michael Matos 1 $43,117.4016 $14.8068 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $14.8068 $1,628.75 $3,198.27 $47,944.4184 
N/A PM Lalo Rodriguez 3 $45,742.8608 $15.7084 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $15.7084 $1,727.92 $3,393.01 $50,863.7992 
N/A PM StevieWeeks 3 $45,742.8608 $15.7084 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $15.7084 $1,727.92 $3,393.01 $50,863.7992 

Exhibit B 
EMT 

Priority Rank Name Entry Base Entry Hourly Rate Inspector Inspector Degree Associate Total Hourly Holiday Pay FLSA Yearly 
Step Pay 0.50/hr 0.2232/hr Degree Rate Overtime Salary 

2 EMT Jeremy Crews 1 $35,340.9600 $12.1363 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.2232 $649.9584 $12.3595 $1,359.55 $2,669.65 $40,020.1154 
3 EMT Michael Gratton 1 $35,340.9600 $12.1363 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $12.1363 $1,334.99 $2,621.44 $39,297.3938 
1 EMT Glenn Hodges 3 $37,493.1600 $12.8754 $0.5000 $1,456.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $13.3754 $1,471.29 $2,889.09 $43,309.5404 

Note: All specified pay is intended to be consistent with and implement the County’s collective bargaining agreement ("CBA") 
with Local #2918 I.A.F.F. In the event of any inconsistency, the CBA shall control. 



  
 

   

    

            
 

  

              
     

              
    

           
            

            
       

 
             
             

            
      

 
 

    
    

 
 

    
    

 
 

   
 

__________________________ ___________________________ 

__________________________ ___________________________ 

Exhibit C 

OFFICIAL DIVISION OF RETIREMENT REFERENDUM BALLOT 

EFFECTIVE ______________________________ 

As a member of the City of The City of Okeechobee’s 175 Pension Plan, I hereby declare 
the following: 

CHECK ONE 

_______ I elect to remain in the City of Okeechobee's 175 Pension Plan and to continue to 
participate according to plan provisions. 

_______ I elect to withdraw from the City of Okeechobee's 175 Pension Plan and join the 
Florida Retirement System (FRS). 

_______I elect to retain my vested membership credit with the City of Okeechobee's 175 
Pension Plan and begin membership in the Florida Retirement System (FRS) effective 
________________________. I understand I may not purchase past service in the FRS for 
time credited under the City of Okeechobee's Pension Plan. 

I have been advised of my options to remain in the City of Okeechobee's 175 Pension Plan 
or to transfer to the Florida Retirement System as provided in Section 60S-1.003 of the Florida 
Retirement System Rules and have been provided with all pertinent factual information. I 
understand that this decision may not be revoked. 

Member's Name (Print) Member's Social Security Number 

Signature of Member Date 

ATTENTION: Enrollment Section 



 
  

   

    
 

  
  

  

  
 

   
 

   

    
       

      
    

   
  

        
   

   
      

      
  

  
    

   
      
      

    
      

Exhibit D 
CITY OFOKEECHOBEE 

VEHICLE/EQUIPMENTMIGRATIONSHEET Color Code= VEHICLES PPE COMMUNICATIONS SCBA OPTICOM 

VEHICLES& 
EQUIPMENT 

CITY PROPERTY 
ID # 

DESCRIPTION vin. # MODEL CAPACITY INITIAL COST 
Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

MILES 

ENGINE 9 1064 2017 CUSTOM PIERCEPUMPER/ENGINE 4P1BAAFFXHA018168 SABER 6 PERSON $412,507.00 NEW 15,000 
ACQUIRED 31-OCT-2017 
CUMMINS 400 HPMOTOR L9 
ALLISONTRANSMISSION EVS3000P 
WATEROUS 1250 PUMP CS 1000 GAL. 

1064 (EQUIPMENT/TOOLS) 22,000.00 new 
Wrenches/Spanners 1064 Spanner set/Hydrant set with holders/Mallet 

HOSE 1064 1000 ft. of 1.75" DJ handline/1000 ft. 3" supply 
Hose equipment 1064 Hose clamp and Hose jacket/hose hoist/strap 

AIR PACKS See (Breathing Apparatus Section) 
LADDERS 1064 24' Extension/14' Roof/10' Attic 
PIKEPOLES 1064 Multiple lengths 
NOZZLES 1064 1.5" turbo x 4/2.5" various x 2/Playpipe x 2 
Monitor 1064 Monitor/Base/Inlet x 2 (deluge) 
Eductor 1064 125 gpm foam eductor (in-line) 

ADAPTERS 1064 multiple 2.5 inch double females andmales 
Hand tools 1064 8 LB Flathead & Pick head/Bolt Cutter/K-tool 

MISC. SAFETY 1064 Salvage Covers/Cones 
AED LIFELINEMOBILERESPONDER DEFIBTECH 1446 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 1064 MULTIPLE TYPESAND SIZES 
GENERATOR 1064 PORTABLE 

Gas Monitor/Thermal 912 Handheldmonitor/Thermal imager 
MOBILERADIO #693 HARRISMOUNTEDMOBILEUNIT (800 MHz) MAMW-SDMXX 
RESCUETOOLS 1031 HYDRAULIC POWERED RESCUEUNIT/TOOLS Genesis Battery Powered 30000 new 
Hose Valves 1064 gated valve andwye 
Saw& Fan 734 K-12 Saw/Ventamatic high pressure fan 



  
 
    

  
 

      
 

 

 

 

       
       

    
 

  
   

    
  
  

    
 

   
    

      

  
 
    

  
 

   

 

VEHICLES& 
EQUIPMENT 

CITY 
PROPERTY ID 

# 
DESCRIPTION vin. # MODEL CAPACITY INITIAL COST 

Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

MILES 

LADDER TRUCK 404 1983 100 FOOTAERIAL PLATFORM TRUCK 1S9A 3JDED1003149 SUTPHEN 4 PERSON DONATED VG/FAIR/POOR 500 
(MOTOR/PUMP/RECENTREBUILD) 

DETROITDIESEL 8V71N 
ALLISON HT740D 

1500 GPM PUMP QSMF-150 300 GAL. 

(LADDER 1) (EQUIPMENT/TOOLS) 

HOSEBED MINIMUM OF 800 FT. OF 5 INCH HOSE 
HOSE MIN. OF 400 FT. OFMISC. SIZEHOSE 

AIR PACKS See (Breathing Apparatus Section) 
LADDERS 100 FT. AERIAL/2X35'/1X18' 

PIKEPOLES Multiple lengths 
NOZZLES 2 LARGE-DIAMETERNOZZLESONPLATFORM 
NOZZLES MULTIPLENOZZLES INOTHER LOCATIONS 

WRENCHES/VALVES MULTIPLE TYPES/SIZES 
ADAPTERS MULTIPLE TYPES/SIZES 

TOOLS LARGENUMBEROFMISC. TOOLS 
MISC. SAFETY CONES/VESTS 

MEDICAL BASIC FIRSTAID/MEDICAL BAG 
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS MULTIPLE TYPESAND SIZES 
MOBILERADIO 696 HARRISMOUNTEDMOBILERADIO (800 MHz) M7300 

VEHICLES& 
EQUIPMENT 

CITY 
PROPERTY ID 

# 
DESCRIPTION vin. # MODEL CAPACITY INITIAL COST 

Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

MILES 

PICK-UP TRUCK 510 2010 FORD F-150 4X4 1FTEW1E83AFB33505 F-150 4X4 CREW CAB $25,750.00 NEW 50,000 

(EQUIPMENT/TOOLS) 
EMERGENCY DECALS/LIGHTS/SIREN 



 
 

 
    

  
 

     

 

 
 

 
    

  
 

      

 

 
 

 
    

  
 

      

 

 
 

 
    

  
 

      

PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING 

CITY 
PROPERTY ID 

# 
DESCRIPTION TYPE MODEL Year 

Manufactured 
INITIAL COST 

Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

Quantity 

PPE (INDIVIDUALS) 4-SETSOF STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTINGGEAR: VERIDIAN 2020 12000 NEW 4-SETS 
COAT CVEL-817-D29-92-GBT 2020 NEW 4 
PANT TVEL-817-D29-93-GBT 2020 NEW 4 
HELMET 2020 NEW 4 
BOOTS (LEATHER)(BLACK/RED) FDXL100 2020 NEW 4 

PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING 

CITY 
PROPERTY ID 

# 
DESCRIPTION TYPE MODEL Year 

Manufactured 
INITIAL COST 

Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

Quantity 

PPE (INDIVIDUALS) ASSET #1132 5-SETSOF STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTINGGEAR: VERIDIAN 2019 13141.2 NEW 5-SETS 
COAT CVEL-817-D29-92-GBT 2019 NEW 5 
PANT TVEL-817-D29-93-GBT 2019 NEW 5 
HELMET 2019 NEW 5 
BOOTS (LEATHER) FDXL100 2019 NEW 5 

PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING 

CITY 
PROPERTY ID 

# 
DESCRIPTION TYPE MODEL Year 

Manufactured 
INITIAL COST 

Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

Quantity 

PPE (INDIVIDUALS) Assets 1088-936-SETSOF STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTINGGEAR: VERIDIAN 2019 17997.96 NEW 6-SETS 
COAT CVEL-817-D29-92-GBT 2019 NEW 6 
PANT TVEL-817-D29-93-GBT 2019 NEW 6 
HELMET 2019 NEW 6 
BOOTS (LEATHER)(BLACK/RED) FDXL100 2019 NEW 6 

PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE 
CLOTHING 

CITY 
PROPERTY ID 

# 
DESCRIPTION TYPE MODEL Year 

Manufactured 
INITIAL COST 

Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

Quantity 

PPE (INDIVIDUALS) Assets 955-60,107-SETSOF STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTINGGEAR: VERIDIAN 2017 14145.03 NEW 7-SETS 
COAT CVEL-817-D29-92-GBT 2017 NEW 7 



 

   

 
  

 
 

  
 

    
   

   

 
 
  

 
 

  
 

      
    

      
       

       
 

                 

 
 
  

 
 

  
 

    

PANT TVEL-817-D29-93-GBT 2017 NEW 7 

BOOTS (LEATHER)(BLACK/RED) 2017 NEW 7 

TOTAL SETSOF PPE/ 22 

COMMUNICATIONS 
CITY 

PROPERTY ID 
# 

DESCRIPTION TYPE MODEL 
Year 

Manufactured/ 
Acquired 

INITIAL COST 
Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

Quantity 

PORTABLE RADIOS ASSET #'S HARRIS HAND-HELD RADIOS (INDIVIDUAL) 800 MHz NEW 
683-90 UNSCRAMBLED UNITSWITH CHARGERS PORTABLE P7300 2012 NEW 8 
946-947 UNSCRAMBLED/CHARGERS/MICS PORTABLE XG-75PE 2017 6975.48 NEW 2 

MOBLERADIOS (SEE INDIVIDUAL VEHICLES) 
10 

BREATHING 
APPARATUS 

CITY 
PROPERTY ID 

# 
DESCRIPTION TYPE MODEL 

Year 
Manufactured/ 

Acquired 
INITIAL COST 

Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

Quantity 

HARNESS/EQUIP. 1037-38 MSA SCBA HARNESS FIREHAWK (2007) M7 FIREHAWK MSA 2018 7300 VERY GOOD 10 
BOTTLES 1036 MSA BOTTLES AND VALVES 4500 PSI MSA 2017 $3,670.12 VERY GOOD 4 

AIR PACK/HARNESS 1032 (2007) FIREHAWKM7 &MASK M7 FIREHAWK MSA 2017 4120 VERY GOOD 4 
AIR PACK/HARNESS 913-914 AIRPACK, HARNESS, BOTTLES, &MASK (2007) M7 FIREHAWK MSA 2016 5000 NEW 2 

AIR BOTTLES 904-909 MSA ULTRALITE 30 YEAR 4500 PSI ULTRALITE 4500 MSA 2016 5250 NEW 6 

NOTE: MOSTOFOURBOTTLESHAVEBEEN REPLACEDWITH SCI (OCFR STATED THEY CANNOTACCEPTTHESE) 
Total Harnesses 16 
Total MSA Bottles 12 

Pre-emption equipment 
CITY 

PROPERTY ID 
# 

DESCRIPTION TYPE MODEL 
Year 

Manufactured/ 
Acquired 

INITIAL COST 
Time of 
Purchase 
CONDITION 

Quantity 

Traffic Equipment ASSET #'S GPS PREEMPTIONVEHICLEKIT SERIES 2000 $21,280.00 7 

TOTAL 7 
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